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Cookie	Time		
Aurelia Reed, KARSP Cookie Chair  
 
Each December, KARSP collects Christmas cookies for distribution to 
our shut-in members and local non-profits that assist seniors.  This 
year’s collection will take place before our luncheon on December 4.  
Bring two dozen cookies; they can be homemade or store bought.  
We will, also, need volunteers during the luncheon to package them 
for distribution and more volunteers to deliver them on your way 
home.  
 
Do you know a KARSP member who is shut-in and would appreciate 
some holiday cookies?  Would you like to volunteer to help?  Do you 
have questions or need more information?  Call Aurelia Reed at 269 
649-4956.  

On	The	Side	
Dates	And	Data	

 
December 

Blendings Vocal Ensemble 
Collection  

YWCA Domestic Assault Fund 
This Will Be A Plated Meal 

Featuring Turkey 
 

January No Meeting 
 

February 
Inclusion and Equity 

Beth Washington  
Collection 

Scholarship Fund  
This Will Be A Plated Meal 

Featuring Chicken 
 
 

March 
SEITA  

Peter Thompson 
Collection 

Generous Hands 
 

Ticket Sales End At 11:15 A.M. 
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First	Responders	
Bob Kucera, MARSP Vice President 
 
KARSP has completed 
phase 1 of recognizing 
and showing our 
appreciation to first 
responders in 
Kalamazoo County.  
Past, present, and 
future Presidents of 
KARSP presented the 
six Public Service 
Departments in the 
city of Kalamazoo with 
a certificate of appreciation and cookies.  When 
complete, we hope to recognize all the 1st 
responders in Kalamazoo County.  
 
First responders are individuals with specialized 
training, who are among the first to arrive and 
provide assistance in case of an emergency.  In the 
city of Kalamazoo, for example, they handle fire, 
accidents, emergency medical, and police issues to 
name a few.  
 
We thank the men and women who keep our 
community safe!  These are the people who run 
towards an emergency, rather than away.  We 
appreciate their dedication, service, and hard work. 

Left to right:  Julie Devers, David Boysen, JoAnn Lynch, 
Mike Trea, and Sally Roach 
 

Great	Start! 
Donna Clinard, Ticket Chair 
 
Our year is off to a great start!  We had 144 
members attend our September meeting.  We 
appreciate your arrival no later than 11:15 so our 
meeting can begin on time and our ticket sellers 
can balance their sales in time to enjoy the 
meeting, also.  
 
Just a reminder:  Please respond to your caller or e-
mailer whether or not you plan to attend.  Your 
caller/e-mailer will contact you about one week 
prior to the meeting with information about the 
program and collection for the meeting.  We try to 
accommodate all members who attend but cannot 
guarantee the meal will be available if you did not 
make a reservation.  When we have a buffet, it is a 
little easier to accommodate walk-ins but when we 
have plated meals it becomes a problem.  
Therefore, it is especially important to make a 
reservation for the plated meals.  The first plated 
meal of the year will be December 4, so be sure to 
make your reservation.  
 
KARSP is billed for all reserved meals, therefore 
members are responsible to pay for the meals they 
reserve.  If you are unable to attend after making 
your reservation, please call Pat Benson at 269-
375-0576 to cancel before 10:00 AM on the Friday 
before the meeting.   
 
We hope to see everyone at our next meeting! 
 
 

  

hospiceswmi.org • Home Hospice Care  
Rose Arbor Hospice Residence • Grief Support Services 

hospice is peace, dignity, comfort, hope

taking away  
the fear
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Priority	Health		
2019	Insurance	Updates		
Cheryl Butler, Priority Health Insurance Co-chair 
 
A letter should have 
already been 
received from the 
ORS stating your personalized monthly premiums 
for your insurance starting January 1, 2019.  It 
doesn’t matter if you are with PH or BCBS, the 
deduction from your pension is the same.  
 
I’ve listed in the chart below the changes effective 
January 1, 2019 for Priority Health.  To keep the 
chart consistent, I have shown the changes in bold 
print or listed no change. 
 
Insurance terms to go along with the following 
chart: 
 
Deductible:  The amount you pay each contract 
year before your health plan will pay for certain 
covered services.   
Coinsurance:  This is a shared cost between the 
insurance carrier and the member.  This is usually a 
percentage of the amount the provider charges for 
services (i.e.10%) It excludes deductible and 
copays.  Once the coinsurance max has been 
reached, coinsurance services are then covered at 
100% for the remainder of the year.  This means 
members continue to pay their copays after the 
coinsurance max. 
Out of pocket maximum:  The most you’ll pay in a 
contract year for covered services before your 
health plan begins paying 100% of the costs for 

covered medical services.  Pharmacy copays are 
not included in the out of pocket (OOP).  On the 
Non-Medicare plan only, the co-insurance is 
included in the out of pocket expenses.  The 
Medicare plan includes the deductibles, copays, 
and co-insurance.  
 
Priority Health Shingrix Reminder  
Get on a list!  
Shingrix is covered as a Medicare Part D pharmacy 
benefit for members 50 and over.   
 
Zostavax is covered as Medicare Part D pharmacy 
benefit for members age 60 and over.   
 
Medicare members should expect a $40 copay per 
injection; it is treated as a prescription.   
 
Both vaccines are covered at participating 
pharmacies such as Costco, Meijer, Wal-Mart, and 
Walgreens.   
 
I would recommend contacting the Priority Health 
Pharmacy Department at 800.446.5674, option 2, 
or Customer Service at 888.389.6648, option 3 for 
the nearest participating pharmacy to ensure the 
vaccine is obtained in-network or other questions. 
 
Physician offices may charge more for the vaccine.   
 
Non-Medicare members have both Shingrix (age 50 
and over) and Zostavax (age 60 and over) under the 
medical benefit.  It is covered at 100% and does not 
require a preferred pharmacy.  
  

Priority Health Changes For 2019 
Health Care benefit Non-Medicare Medicare 
Annual deductible $750 individual $300 Individual 
Care outside of MI: 
Emergencies/Urgent Care (no 
change) 

Most other services covered at 
70% after $1,500 deductible 

Most other services covered at 70% 
after $500 deductible up to $3,000 
maximum (no change from 2018) 

Coinsurance maximum $1,000 in-network 
$2,000 travel benefit 

N/A 

Out of Pocket maximum N/A $2,100 in-network 
$3,000 travel benefit 
(no changes in these) 
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Blue	Cross	Health	Insurance	Updates	
Sandy Beiter, RN, BSN Insurance Co-Chair 
 
Shingrix Update  
The availability of 
Shingrix continues to be a 
problem at all local 
pharmacies.  Make sure 
that you get on a waiting 
list.  Priority goes to 
those who have already 
had their first Shingrix 
injection and are waiting for their second which is 
2–6 months after the first.  The second dose is the 
same as the first but cannot be given after six 
months. 
 
Shingrix is now covered for Non-Medicare Blue 
Cross PPO members through the OptumRx 
pharmacy benefit.  Eligibility may be age-related so 
please contact OptumRx to verify eligibility before 
getting the shot. 
 
Update on Flu Shots 
Flu shots are NOT covered at pharmacies with 
“standalone” retail health clinics for Blue Cross PPO 
members.  Examples: Pharmacies who may have 
“Health Express” or “Minute Clinics” (or by a 
different name) staffed by Nurse Practitioners or 
Physician Assistants.  Claims will be denied by Blue 
Cross Blue Shield, and the shot is not eligible for 
reimbursement.  Members may continue to receive 
the vaccine at pharmacies without the clinics.  Of 
course, you can still get flu shots in your provider’s 
office, and the office will bill your insurance.   
 
MASA (Medical Air Services Association) 
Insurance 
All of you should have received an endorsement 
letter from Mark Guastella regarding MASA.   
 
I have talked with Kristin Mitchell who is a sales 
representative at MASA.  She told me that you can 
sign up for 5 years for $1755, which is an extra 13% 
discount.  Use her name when you call MASA to 
sign up for coverage, and she will personally call 
you when your coverage starts. 

 
I have also talked with billing departments at both 
ambulance companies in Kalamazoo, and they did 
not know who MASA is but assured me that they 
coordinate benefits with a lot of organizations. 
 
Remember that your Blue Cross coverage also 
covers air and ground ambulance transport 
services in an emergency situation.  Make sure that 
you read your Evidence of Coverage Manual for 
details. 
 
I would recommend MASA, especially for those 
who do a lot of traveling.  Stay tuned for more 
information... 
 
Matrix Nurse Home Visits 
Some of you have gotten letters or phone calls 
from Matrix (sponsored by Blue Cross) to have a 
nurse practitioner come into your home to do an 
exam and to help manage your chronic conditions. 
 
I, personally, made use of this service.  If you 
decide to do this, make sure that you do the 
following before the nurse arrives: 
• Have a list of your medications (OTC and 

prescription) 
• Make sure that you know all of your chronic 

conditions 
• Have the names and addresses of all of your 

physicians 
• Allow a 4-hour block of time.  (She was 

supposed to arrive at my house at 2:00 P.M. 
but got here at 3:30 and stayed until 6:00 P.M.) 

 
The Nurse Practitioner will advise you on 
management of your chronic conditions.  I found 
the visit very beneficial.  Three weeks after the 
visit, I received a $50 gift card for Target (the other 
choice was Meijer.) 
 
New Medicare Cards 
MPSERS members who become eligible for 
Medicare will now need to provide their Medicare 
number to the Office of Retirement Services (ORS) 
by calling 1-800-381-5111.  The process of 
transitioning to Medicare is no longer automatic.  If 
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members fail to provide the Medicare number to 
ORS, there may be a gap in or loss of coverage.  
Here is a link more information on the MARSP 
website: https//www.marsp.org/health-insurance-
news/turning-65-important-updates-to-medicare-
enrollment-process-for-mpsers-members/ 
  
For the rest of us who received that card when we 
went on Medicare before April 1st, you will be 
receiving a new card soon with a new number.  
ORS has already been notified by Medicare of this 
new number, so you do not need to report this.  
 
When is My New Medicare Card Arriving? 
If you want to keep track of when you are going to 
receive your new Medicare card, you can do the 
following: (I have already done this, and it appears 
that Michigan is one of the last states.) 
 
Check out the map on: 
http://Medicare.gov/NewCard  
 
Keep coming back to check the status of card 
mailings in your state.  Remember, once card 
mailings begin in your state, it’ll take about a 
month to finish.  Keep an eye on your email.  You 
will receive an email update when new Medicare 
cards start mailing in your state. 
 
Log into your MyMedicare.gov account to see if 
your new card has mailed.  Don’t have an account 
yet?  Sign up now at MyMedicare.gov.  It’s a free, 
secure, and easy way to access all of your Medicare 
information in one place. 
 
Three Additional Things That You Should Know 
About Your New Medicare Card 
Your new card will automatically come to you.  You 
don’t need to do anything, as long as your address 
is up to date.  Once you get your new Medicare 
card, destroy your old card.  Put your new card in a 
safe place.  You do not need to use this card for 
ORS/MPSERS insurance. 
 
Your new Medicare Number is a unique 
combination of numbers and letters.  Your new 

number uses numbers 0 through 9.  The letters S, L, 
O, I, B, and Z are never used. 
Watch out for scams.  Medicare will never call you 
uninvited and ask you to give personal or private 
information to get your new Medicare Number and 
card.  Scam artists may try to get personal 
information (like your current Medicare number) 
by contacting you about your new card.  If 
someone asks you for your information, for money, 
or threatens to cancel your health benefits if you 
don’t share your personal information, hang up 
and call Medicare at 1-800-633-4227. 
 
Outpatient/Inpatient Status in Hospital for 
Medicare Members 
If you are admitted into the hospital under 
outpatient status and you are there for 5 days or 
more, make sure that you talk with your physician 
about changing your stay to inpatient status.  Once 
this happens, all of the days will be considered 
inpatient and will be covered under your Medicare 
A, not B.  If you will be going to a rehabilitation 
facility after hospitalization, make sure that you are 
inpatient status for at least 72 hours before 
discharge. 
 
Welvie Program For Medicare Members 
You should have received a letter from Blue Cross, 
as you do every year, to complete this 
questionnaire.  Even if you are not having surgery 
in the near future, check out Welvie anyway.  It’s 
available to you at no added cost.  If you complete 
the program and survey, you will receive a $25 
Amazon.com gift card within days of completing 
program. 
 
Keep Living Well in 2019 
The article in Vanguard titled “Keep Living Well in 
2019," on page 11 applies only to those members 
on the Blue Cross PPO who are not yet on 
Medicare.  Those on the Medicare plan already 
receive the lowest deductible available to 
members. 
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Changes in Health Insurance and Emergency Room 
Rates for 2019 
Emergency room visits will increase from $100 to 
$120 per visit for Medicare and Non-Medicare 
members.  The copay is subject to the 10% co-
insurance plus deductible for Non-Medicare 
members.  As before, it is waived if the member is 
admitted to the hospital within 72 hours. 
 
Insurance rates have changed.  Everyone should 
have received a letter from ORS reflecting these 
changes.  The fall Best of Health newsletter from 
Blue Cross also outlines these changes along with 
discussion on flu shots, prior authorizations for 
certain prescriptions, and much more information 
that is very important.  Prior authorizations (PA) 
and any Medicare exceptions for prescriptions will 
reset in 2019 for those on the OptumRx plan. 
 
Evidence of Coverage Manual for Medicare 
Members 
This manual should become your “go to” manual 
for medical condition coverage.  Make sure that 
you access this for any questions that you may 
have.  You will be receiving a new packet soon for 
2019.  
 
As always, I am only a phone call or an e-mail away 
(269-372-6742 (home) or 269-341-0424 (cell) or 
p.j.beiter@comcast.net.  I am also available before 
and after each luncheon for personal questions. 

	
News	From	ORS	
You may notice a change in your October pension 
payment due to the annual cost of living 
adjustment (COLA) increase.   As a reminder, 
monthly pension statements are always available in 
miAccount.  The next pension payments will be 
deposited on the following dates: November 21, 
and December 18, 2018, and January 25, 2019. 
 
If you have questions, log in to the miAccount mes-
sage board at www.michigan.gov/orsmiaccount, 
where you can get secure, direct access to one of 
our customer service representatives.  

Community	Service	Collections	
Judy Joynt, Community Service Chair  
 
At each luncheon meeting, there is a collection 
taken to support local non-profits.  In the 2017-18 
program year, over $8,884 was raised, a new 
record.  
 
For the 2018-19 program year, only a single change 
has been made.  The Warm Kids collection has 
been moved to the October meeting to allow them 
time to facilitate the purchase of coats for children 
before the onset of winter.  The YWCA Domestic 
Assault collection, which was in October, has been 
moved to December.  
 
The collections for 2018-19 are:  

• September – Scholarship 	
• October – Warm Kids	
• November – Scholarship 	
• December – YWCA Domestic Assault	
• February – Scholarship 	
• March – Generous Hands 	
• April – Scholarship 	
• May – First Day Shoe Fund 	
• June – Scholarship 	

	
If you would like to contribute to any of our 
collections but don’t attend the luncheon 
meetings, you can send your donation to KARSP, 
Attn. Gwyn Evans, Treasurer, PO Box 19343, 
Kalamazoo, MI 49019-9343.  Thank you for your 
continued support of the Kalamazoo community. 
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Playing	Music	Lowers	Risk	
Susanne Gernaat, The Beacon Staff 
 
What is the activity 
that if practiced 
only five minutes a 
day, can keep 
dementia away?  
The answer is 
playing a musical 
instrument, 
especially the 
piano.  Research 
has shown over and 
over again, that learning to play a musical 
instrument is beneficial for children and adults 
alike, and may even be helpful to patients 
recovering from brain injuries.  Music stimulates 
our brain in powerful ways because we are 
emotionally connected.  Research has shown 
significant differences in brain structure between 
musicians and non-musicians of the same age.  In 
particular, the mass of nerve fibers connecting the 
left and right hemispheres is much larger in 
musicians.  Strong communication between the 
two brain hemispheres is vital for excellent brain 
heath.  The brain areas involved in movement, 
hearing, and visuo-spatial abilities is, also, larger in 
professional pianists.  Other research shows 
musicians also excel in verbal memory and spatial 
reasoning.  Even short periods of musical training in 
early childhood can have long-lasting benefits.  
Musical training has, also, been shown to preserve 
sharp processing of speech sounds and increase 
resilience to age-related decline in hearing. 
 
Recently, musical training has been used 
successfully to rehab stroke patients and others 
with brain damage.  It is used with children who 
have dyslexia and other language issues.  Benefits 
of musical training seem to persist for many years 
and even decades, so as to protect us against 
cognitive impairment and dementia.  
Neuropsychologist Catherine Loveday of the 
University of Westminster states, "Music reaches 
parts of the brain that other things can't.  It's a 
strong, cognitive stimulus that grows the brain in a 

way that nothing else does, and the evidence that 
musical training enhances things like working 
memory and language is very robust."  Learning to 
play a musical instrument is one of the most 
effective forms of brain training there is. 
 
Benefits of Learning Piano Backed By 
Groundbreaking Studies and Research: 
–Prevents decline of brain processing, memory, 
and hearing loss 
–Improves reading comprehension 
–Helps you organize and manage time better 
–Strengthens your ability to concentrate, focus, 
and apply knowledge 
–Increases your level of patience 
–Strengthens hand muscles and hand-eye 
coordination 
–Improves rhythm 
–Boosts self-esteem and confidence 
–Expands cultural and historical knowledge 
–Reduces stress, anxiety, and depression 
–Provides entertainment and an alternative to 
digital technology 
–Allows for kinesthetic and tactile learning 
–Changes brain structure and mental ability 
–Strengthens your immune response 
–Relieves the pain of arthritis 
–Improves your ability to isolate sounds (such as in 
a noisy environment) 
–Increases your movement (arms, back, feet, 
wrists, fingers) 
–Improves finger dexterity and flexibility 
–Improves your posture 
–Makes you a better listener 
–Improves your math skills and pattern recognition 
–Encourages your creativity as you develop your 
own style 
–Usually increases socialization 
–Overall improved wellness 
–An improved outlook on life 
 
Playing an instrument gives your brain a full 
workout.  Consider adding this activity to your 
bucket list and get started, today.  It's never too 
late.  Note:  If you would like to learn the piano, 
please contact me for further tips and suggestions 
at 269-254-8501.  I will be happy to help you.  
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KARSP	Travel	
Barb Knickerbocker, Travel Chair 
 
SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2019 
“WAITRESS” AT FISHER THEATRE 
Performance at the Fisher Theatre in Detroit and 
inspired by Adrienne Shelly's beloved film, 
WAITRESS tells the story of Jenna - a waitress and 
expert pie maker, Jenna dreams of a way out of her 
small town and loveless marriage.  A baking contest 
in a nearby county and the town's new doctor may 
offer her a chance at a fresh start, while her fellow 
waitresses offer their own recipes for happiness.  
But Jenna must summon the strength and courage 
to rebuild her own life. 
 
THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 2019 
SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN AT THE WAGON WHEEL 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
After a full Amish-styled Lunch, the performance of 
Singin’ In The Rain begins at 2:00 P.M. 
“‘The “Greatest Movie Musical of All Time!’ Singin’ 
in the Rain has all the makings of a Tinseltown 
tabloid headline – the starlet, the leading man, and 
a love affair that could change lives and make or 
break careers!  In silent movies, Don Lockwood and 
Lina Lamont are a hot item but, behind the scenes, 
things aren’t always as they appear on the big 
screen!  Filled with every memorable moment from 
the film and a downpour of unforgettable songs!” 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2019 
TIGERS BASEBALL GAME 
Tigers vs. Chicago White Sox face off at Comerica 
Park!  Beginning at 1:10 PM - spend the afternoon 
in Detroit and enjoy the game!   
 
WEDENSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2019 
CHERRY POINT FISH BOIL  
Head up to Shelby, Michigan for the day to join in 
on the tasty traditions of a fish boil hosted by 
Cherry Point Farm & Market!  “Gather 'round the 
fire for a Great Lakes tradition, brought to this area 
by Scandinavian immigrants more than 100 years 
ago.  Whitefish from the cold water of these great 
lakes was plentiful and made a great meal 
outdoors when boiled with potatoes, onions, and 

seasonings in a large kettle.  We continue this 
tradition and add to the meal homemade coleslaw, 
garlic toast, herb-seasoned butter, and cherry pie 
and ice cream.”  
 
TUESDAY-THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, - 17, 2019 
STRATFORD & TORONTO  
Departing from Portage, we make our way to 
Stratford and Toronto, Ontario!  We start the tour 
out with dinner in Stratford.  On our second day, 
we travel to and tour Toronto with a local 
professional guide.  Lunch is included this day as 
well as a group tour of the Casa Loma, all before 
heading to the Famous People Players for dinner 
and a show!  We depart Canada on October 17th, 
and will return to Portage in the evening.  
 
There will be further information available at the 
luncheons this spring.  Don’t attend the luncheons?  
Contact Barb or visit www.gailandrus.com/tours/. 
 
 

Membership	Musings	
Linda Hawley, Membership Chair 
 
Please welcome these new members–Nancy 
Payne, Valerie Mallory, Deborah Homan, Alisa King, 
Charmaine Wheeler, Robert Dunlap, Jean Freye, 
Evelyn Wertz, Dawn Wheaton, and Jane Adams. 
 
Stay Connected 
Make sure your email address is up to date with 
MARSP. 
 
Like MARSP Facebook! 
 
Add MARSP.org and KARSP.net to your address 
book. 
 
Information sent with these sources will be used 
more and more, is up-to-date, and of great value to 
you. 
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Boomers—Bummed	Out	
JoAnn Lynch, KARSP President 
 
The Kalamazoo Chapter of KARSP has finally filled 
in its openings for leadership positions—for now.  
Nearly everyone on the Board has been President 
in the past but we are fortunate that we have new 
several members.  In a recent Area 22 meeting, 
which includes Cass, Berrien, Van Buren and St. 
Joseph, Julie Devers and I heard group after group 
complain about a lack of volunteers to fill positions. 
 
Cass County is, probably, in the most precarious 
position.  The two top leaders have been at the 
helm for several years and would like to resign.  
They have 146 members but not one to take their 
place.  Many of these are younger and would have 
time to develop programs and ideas but are 
unwilling to step up.  Cass may join Van Buren and 
relinquish their leadership if no one applies. 
 
Van Buren County needs three chairmanship 
positions filled—insurance, legislative, and 
scholarship.  What would we do if Sandy and Cheryl 
decided to quit?  Who knows what they know?  
Who wants to learn and distribute that 
information?  We had better find someone for 
future reference.  Sharon Pendola does a 
wonderful job with Scholarships.  What if she did 
not want to do it anymore?  Our legislative 
committee has been busy this year.  What happens 
between elections? 
 
St. Joseph could not find three volunteers to make 
up a slate of officers for next year.  Once again, the 
same people have been in their positions for a long 
time.  Where are the younger members? 
 
We will have trouble finding volunteers for Pat 
Benson's position.  Pat wanted to resign this year, 
but no one would offer to be in charge of calling.  
Many of you have been calling members for years, 
and one of you could be very qualified to step up.  
Pat would certainly guide you if you had trouble.  
Next year we will need a President-Elect.  We are 
full of advisors in every position, but we also need 
leaders. 

 
It's wonderful to sit in the stands and cheer the 
team, to watch the play, to tap to the music of the 
band.  It is another thing to play to the audience.  
We have all been leaders in our field at one time.  I 
hope that when the time comes that we need help, 
you younger ones will be available.  We are all 
busy, but we can still find time to do our share. 
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Remembering	Friends	
Barbara Rockey, Friendship Chair 
 
As the holidays approach and the weather changes 
the KARSP Friendship Committee would like to 
extend our best wishes to all of our members.  For 
those of us traveling this winter, we wish you safe 
travel, and we look forward to your return in the 
spring. 
 
On behalf of our members, the Friendship 
Committee wishes to offer our sincere sympathy 
on the passing of Douglas Krueger (husband of Jan 
Krueger), Roberta Warnock, Carol Passavant, 
Kenneth Green (husband of Janet Green), Eric 
Carlson, Linda Dalrymple, Ruth Gritter, Mary Ellen 
Beers (wife of Richard Beers), and Lorna Kierepka.  
We also sent are keeping in our thoughts Virginia 
Ryan–illness, Linda Maze—recovering from surgery 
and Pat Rizzolo on personal losses.   
 
Please contact Barb Rockey at 269-373-1711 or 
barbararockey@aol.com, if a thinking-of-you, 
important celebration, or get-well card would be 
appreciated on behalf of the association.   
 

New	Medicare	Cards	Are	Arriving!	
Philip Stohrer, KARSP Staff 
 
Your new Medicare card is on the way.  
Medicare.gov has announced that cards for the 
region that includes Michigan have started to be 
mailed.  See the Blue Cross article on page four for 
more information. 
 

 

Severe	Weather	Policy	
 
Unfortunately, we are entering that 
time of year when severe weather is 
a real possibility.  Remember, KARSP 
no longer follows Kalamazoo Public 
Schools closings, but, rather, the 

decision will be made by the KARSP board.  The 
decision to cancel will usually happen the day 
before a meeting to meet our contractual 
obligations to the Fetzer Center. 
 
Your caller will attempt to contact you if a decision 
is made to cancel.  In addition, you can check the 
KARSP.net website or Channel 3, WWMT’s, on air 
crawler or their website, 
http://wwmt.com/weather/closings. 
 
Remember, if you choose not to attend a luncheon 
after you have made a reservation, you must pay 
for it.   
 
 

  

BAGELS
HAND-CRAFTED
O N LY  AT  Y O U R  N E I G H B O R HO O D  B I G  A P P L E  B A G E L S ®

    
    

Big Apple Bagels 
3811 S. Westnedge Ave., Kalamazoo

269-775-1555

10% Off 

for Members

®

www.BigAppleBagels.com

    
    

Serving 15
Frozen Yogurt 

Flavors!



The Beacon KARSP—Guiding The Way December, 2018 

 
   

11 

KARSP	Monthly	Meetings	
Philip Stohrer, The Beacon Staff 
 
Each month KARSP holds a luncheon meeting at 
the Fetzer Center at Western Michigan University.  
Each meeting begins with the luncheon and is 
followed by a program.  You can find a list of the 
next several programs on the first page.  After the 
twenty minute or so program, there is a short 
business meeting that will help keep you up to date 
on what is happening with MPSERS, our insurance 
programs, the legislature, and, of course, MARSP 
and KARSP.  Perhaps the favorite part of the 
meeting comes last, a drawing for door prizes.   
 
The meetings are a low-key opportunity to meet 
former colleagues and to make new friends.  It is 
not all teachers.  Attendees include secretaries, 
food service workers, custodians, bus drivers, and 
administrators.  The dress is business casual.  
MARSP/KARSP is non-political so there will be no 
loud arguments.  The association only takes 
positions on issues that directly affect our pensions 
or insurance.   
 
The cost is $16 for the luncheon.  Six of the 
meetings will be buffets including a salad, two 
entrees, a vegetable, a starch, rolls and butter, and 
a variety of desserts.  Three of the meals, in 
December, February, and April, will be plated.  The 
menu for December is turkey.  The menu for the 
February meeting is chicken and for April will be 
braised beef.   
 
Give us a try.  The meeting starts promptly at 11:30 
A.M. on the first Tuesday of the month.  Ticket 
sales end at 11:15, so plan on being a few minutes 
early.  Call Pat Benson at (269) 375-0576 for 
reservations.  You’re bound to encounter someone 
you know and you might even learn something!  
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Smith-Rupp	Fund		
Susan Moulton, Smith-Rupp Fund Chair  
 
The Kalamazoo Association of Retired School 
Personnel is committed to helping retired school 
personnel who have a need for monetary 
assistance in paying for life- sustaining needs, such 
as food and medical expenses, including 
prescriptions, doctors’ bills, hospital bills, etc.  
KARSP wants to help with paying utility bills and 
telephone bills for those retired school personnel 
unable to do so themselves.  This includes any 
retired person who has worked for schools in any 
capacity in the Kalamazoo county area, including 
bus drivers, office personnel, custodial workers, 
classroom aides, principals, and teachers.  
 
Please contact Susan Moulton at (269) 349-9823 if 
you are in need or know of anyone who could 
benefit from this fund.  All information will be kept 
confidential.  



 

    

 
Kalamazoo Association Of 
Retired School Personnel  
USPS Westwood Branch 
PO Box 19343 
Kalamazoo, MI 49019-9343 
DATED INFORMATION 
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Comments, News, And Advertisements May Be Sent To: Beacon@KARSP.net 

Next Deadline For Material Is January 25, 2019 
Visit Us Online At http://www.KARSP.net 
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Have A Great Winter 
 

Wherever You Spend It! 


