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This is my final article as KARSP
President. It has been a long three
years, but I have totally enjoyed it. It’s
wonderful that we are now back to
almost normal with in-person board
meetings and monthly luncheons. In
case you are wondering why my
presidency was for three years instead
of two, it was because of the
pandemic. We shut down everything
for more than a year. The only thing
we did as a chapter during that time
was email and have Zoom meetings.
After we learned that the Fetzer Center was not available in September, we
found a great new venue, The Fountains Banquet Center in Parchment.
Kristy Grant and Jennifer Hunter, the owners, have been so
accommodating. One of the two entrees they serve each month is
vegetarian, and when possible, the ingredients are listed for each dish that
is offered. The parking is easy for those who have difficulty walking long
distances, and I really like that we are supporting a locally owned business.
We have had a very successful year!

As I move into my next position with our chapter, I want to mention
a few board members who are always there for me. Thanks to my
mentor, JoAnn Lynch, who guided me through it all. Thanks to Linda

Hawley who always makes me feel good. As the Membership Chair, Linda
does so much for KARSP. I am grateful for the assistance of Kris Kirkpatrick
who knows the rules and helps me follow them. I also want to compliment
Phil Stohrer who creates The Beacon every quarter and is also our video
expert. He is amazing.
(Continued On Page 2)
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Done But Not Gone

Moving On Continued

I could go on and on. Our board is a group of wonderful
people who are willing to step up and do whatever
needs to be done. As I mentioned in the last issue, we
meet on the last Tuesday of the month. We will soon
be finished meeting for the year, but if anyone is
interested in attending next year, please let me know,
and I will give you more information.

JoAnn Lynch, Past President

If you are new to KARSP, or if you don’t know very many
of the members, serving on a committee is a great way
to meet people and make friends. We are creating a
Program Committee which will be selecting the
programs for the coming year. This would be a
wonderful way to get introduced to our board and the
work. Please let me or any board member know if you
are interested in joining this or any other committee.

For those of you who think
you are too old to hold
office, lend me your young
ears. I have just completed
my tour of duty as Presidentelect, President, and Past
President--and I am 86--alive
and well! Are you 60? 70?
Well, youngsters, step up
and take a position.
Volunteer to work on a
committee, attend a board
meeting, and talk to those in
charge.

And so, as I said, this is my farewell as President, but I
plan to continue to be involved in lots of activities as
the Past President. Thanks for belonging to MARSP and
KARSP, and thanks to those of you who attend the
luncheons and who donate to our many causes.

I worked in Dearborn Heights for thirty-five years. I
knew no one when I joined KARSP. Most of you have
friends who you attend with. Be brave and volunteer,
and get your friends to help. Besides, we on the Board
are getting OLD! We need you to be our crutches.

PS: If you know anyone who recently retired from our
schools, please invite him or her to join our organization
and attend our luncheons.

I have retired from Fun Time, not because I don't have
fun, but because my arthritis isn't having any. I will still
be making things when I can. Can you knit, crochet, or
work with other crafts? Donate something to give
away. It's like Christmas! I will also continue to provide
Julie with jokes that are risqué, as well as borderline
raunchy. If I can help, you can, too!

Helping Current Teaching Staff
Linda Hawley Membership Co-Chair
KARSP has been happy to give current staff in the KRESA
school districts monetary donations for school projects
and supplies since 2016. For the past five years, we
have looked at the needs of staff posted on the Donors
Choose site. This year’s donation was given to Ms. W at
Prairie Ridge Elementary. The letter below was sent to
us in appreciation for the donation.
Dear Kalamazoo County Chapter of MARSP
Thank you for helping provide creative and engaging
learning opportunities. These materials will provide
opportunities for building social skills and relationships
within the classroom. I look forward to connecting
these with the engineering field to encourage a variety
of possible future employment careers.
With Gratitude,
M.W
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Sally Swanson Award

June 2022

personal level–actually going to their homes, at times,
to help them with their insurance and calling the
insurance companies for the member. She, also, made
herself available at luncheon meetings and spent a lot
of time on the phone answering questions. One of our
scholarships, every year, is also given in her honor. The
Sally Swanson Award recognizes an individual who,
through years of involvement, has been an exemplary
example of service to KARSP and MARSP. Sally Roach
fully embodies the requirements of the Sally Swanson
Award.

Philip Stohrer, The Beacon Staff
When Sally Roach retired from forty-one years in the
classroom in 2009, joining KARSP was a must. When
Hattie Ford asked her if she was interested in being
Treasurer, she said: “No!!! I would rather be President!”
And that set everything in motion.
Since then, Sally has served as a member of the KARSP
Board, Program Committee, and the Luncheon Site
Selection Team. Offices held include Nominations
Chair, President-Elect, President, Past-President, and
now Reservations Chair. She has, also, planned and
chaired several KARSP Fall Fairs, helped develop the
“KARSP-ORTUNITIES” May meeting format, and
coordinated donations to the Seita Scholars Program at
WMU. In addition, this year, she and her husband, Jim,
have endowed a Fine Arts scholarship to be
administered by KARSP and Education for the Arts.

When asked why she stays so active in KARSP she
replied, “Two words–the people! KARSP has a wealth of
intelligent, engaging, dedicated, and creative members.
I am proud to serve with them.”

Membership Musings
Kris Kirkpatrick & Linda Hawley Membership Chairs

The Sally Swanson Service Award was first presented to
a deserving KARSP member in 2007. Some of you may
wonder “Who was Sally Swanson?” Sally Swanson was
a long-standing member of KARSP/MARSP who died in
2006. She was not a KARSP officer but she did serve as
KARSP Health Insurance Chairperson. She was
dedicated in her role and served members on a very

New Members
Please welcome our newest members. Jackie
Bynum, Janine Vestee, and Margaret Sibert.
Membership Renewal
Your current annual MARSP/KARSP membership is
good through June 30, 2022. Thank you to those of
you that have already renewed. If you have not yet
renewed, you may pay your $35. MARSP due and
$10 KARSP dues by sending a combined check for
$45 made out to MARSP at this address: MARSP
P.O. Box 23214 Lansing MI 49809. Or you can pay
by credit card by calling MARSP at 1-888-960-4022.
Have you thought of using autopay for your annual
dues? It is available by contacting MARSP.
New Retirees
Do you know someone retiring at the end of this
school year? If so, please share information about
MARSP/KARSP with them. Encourage them to join
or gift them a membership. You are the only
source we have for contacting new retirees. Thank
you for helping with this effort.

Past president JoAnn Lynch presents the
Sally Swanson Award to Sally Roach.
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Priority Health: New Rewards
Program
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All Priority Health members (both Medicare and NonMedicare) can complete program activities to help build
healthier habits one day at a time. Sign up through your
Priority Health member account and you can: Complete
a Health Assessment for personalized
recommendations, receive Daily Cards that provide tips
on your preferred areas of interest, select Healthy
Habits you want to work towards, use the My Care
Checklist to manage your health by keeping track of
health checkups all in one place, and more!

Cheryl Butler, Insurance Co-chair
Priority Health has contracted with Virgin Pulse to
revamp its wellness platform to launch the Priority
Health Wellbeing Hub, now powered by Virgin Pulse.
This new platform is a personalized online hub with
information and tools tailored to your specific health
and wellbeing needs—physical, mental, and financial.
Live better and achieve health goals with a fun and
engaging experience that delivers powerful resources,
right at your fingertips.

For more information, visit
https://www.priorityhealth.com/member/gettingcare/wellbeing-hub.

Priority Health Medicare members will continue to earn
rewards for completing certain health-related activities
and behaviors. The Medicare Rewards and Incentives
Program launched on February 1, 2022. It is available
for MPSERS Medicare members. In your Wellbeing
Hub, you can redeem rewards for preventive care, sign
up for walking challenges, improve your sleep habits
and reduce stress, try new exercises, and so much
more. You can even earn Pulse Cash and redeem it for
popular gift cards by having your annual health checkup
and more.

Blue Cross Health Insurance Updates
Sandy Beiter, RN-BSN, Insurance Co-Chair
Contracted Health Services Through
ORS
Tru Hearing, Delta Dental, and Eye
Med are separate contracts with ORS
for school retirees. Do not call Blue
Cross or Priority Health with
complaints or questions regarding
these services. Call the appropriate
contracted service.

Priority Health Medicare Members can redeem rewards
online by registering for a Wellbeing Hub account with
Virgin Pulse. Medicare members who previously had a
Wellbeing Hub account through Welltok will need to reregister with Virgin Pulse to accept Terms and
Conditions. Members wishing to redeem rewards
offline can do so by calling the dedicated Priority Health
Medicare support line, operated by Virgin Pulse:
844.980.2290 (TTY) Monday - Friday from 8:00 A.M. to
9:00 P.M. ET.

Insurance Company Calls
Beware of calls from insurance companies wanting to
give you a better deal than what you have through ORS.
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•

If you opt-out of the MPSERS group plan, you will
have only original Medicare unless you sign up with
a new plan not sanctioned by ORS. The only reason
a retiree would opt out is if he/she is on their
spouse’s Medicare Advantage Plan–no one can be
in two Medicare Advantage plans.

•

If you opt out and discover you made a mistake and
you wish to get back into a MPSERS plan, there is a
6-month waiting period.

•

If you opt out you will also not have prescription
coverage. If you purchase a Medicare Part D plan,
you will have to pay, out-of-pocket, all costs,
including the doughnut hole expenses.
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Curiosity Fuels Brain Health

Verification of Coverage Forms

Suzanne Gernaat, The Beacon Staff

Everyone should have received a letter indicating that
“the annual Verification of Coverage survey,
administered by Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, will
not be mailed to retirees in spring of 2022. If you
previously completed a VOC survey about other
insurance plans for you and your dependents, you
won’t be required to do so for 2022".

We are all born with a certain level of natural curiosity.
But curiosity is vulnerable to neglect. As we grow older,
we often become less curious about new things and
ideas. We can tend to rely on what we’ve learned so far
to see us through the rest of the journey. To stop this
decline, you need to understand the details of curiosity
and how to feed it for the rest of your life. Curiosity
starts with that yearning to learn. It is a restless desire
for the new and the next.

Covid Vaccine Boosters
If you are immune-compromised, it is very important
that you get a Covid vaccine booster!! Anyone else can
also get these boosters at least four months after the
previous vaccine. They are available at pharmacies for
Medicare and non-Medicare members.

As you look at increasing your curiosity level, it becomes
apparent that a growth mindset must exist first, to act
as a foundation. What is a growth mindset you ask? In
2006, Carol Dweck, a professor of psychology at
Stanford University, wrote a book titled Mindset. In
years since, her ideas about fixed mindset vs growth
mindset have led to the important concept that
intelligence is a process. Therefore, the attitudes and
actions you hold and pursue can have a significant
impact on your success in school (learning) and in life.
In a nutshell, a fixed mindset leads to a desire to look
smart and, therefore, a tendency to avoid challenges,
give up easily when obstacles arise, see effort as
fruitless, and ignore useful feedback from others. In
contrast, a growth mindset leads to a desire to learn
and, therefore, a tendency to embrace challenges,
persist in the face of setbacks, see effort as the path to
mastery, and learn from criticism. A fixed mindset does
not encourage curiosity; a growth mindset does.

It Bears Repeating...
Routine Physicals
A yearly routine physical must be scheduled exactly one
year and a day, or later, from your last physical in 2021,
to be covered by insurance. This is, also, the case for
yearly labs and mammograms.
Physical Therapy
Physical therapy visits for Medicare members are
approved for blocks of time (i.e., six visits for each
diagnosis over six weeks). If your therapy needs to be
extended, for the same diagnosis, your physical
therapist may be able to get your therapy time
extended by contacting Blue Cross.
Medicare Eligibility
MPSERS members, who become eligible for Medicare,
need to provide their Medicare number to ORS by
calling 1-800-381-5111. If members fail to do this,
there may be a gap in or loss of coverage.

So, what is curiosity exactly? According to Webster’s
dictionary, curiosity is defined as “a desire to learn or
know.” Ian Leslie, the author of Curious, states there
are two types of curiosity. Diversive curiosity is the
basic level of inquisitiveness. It’s that impulsive and
irresistible curiosity that follows no particular process or
method. For example, you are watching an old TV
program and see one of your favorite actors of the past.
Do you wonder what happened to him? Is he still alive?
Who did he marry? How old is he now? You get the
idea. You go to the Internet, probably on your
smartphone, and look him up for general information.
This is unfocused curiosity and doesn’t particularly
benefit your brain health that much. This type of
curiosity can quickly become aimless and distracting.
So, like spending hours on social media, it can actually

If you have questions regarding Blue Cross insurance,
please approach me at the luncheon either before or
after. (I am available for an hour before the luncheon
starts.) You can also call me at 269-341-0424 or email
me at p.j.beiter@comcast.net
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harm your attention and concentration skills. The other
type of curiosity is called epistemic. Ian Leslie defines
epistemic curiosity as representing “the deepening of a
simple seeking of newness into a directed attempt to
build understanding. It is what happens when diversive
curiosity grows up. Epistemic curiosity is hard work; it
involves sustained cognitive effort. That makes it
tougher, but, ultimately, more rewarding.” Epistemic
curiosity helps us complete long novels and investigate
a new idea or topic in depth. This type of sustained
learning keeps our brain cells in tip-top shape.

June 2022

Webster. I knew about Webster and the dictionary, but
my curiosity rose as I listened to his story and so many
more accomplishments he had. My curiosity began at
the diversive level as I went to the Internet and read a
biography from Britannica Encyclopedia. Then, my
epistemic level of curiosity grew as I read of his
accomplishments as a teacher and how he was so
instrumental in forming our young American
educational system. My curiosity grew further as I
viewed his famous Blue-backed Speller online and
studied his methods for teaching reading which are still
being used successfully today.

When we study a topic of great interest, we will find
that the more we know about something, the more
intense our curiosity is about what we don’t know.
Curiosity is sustained by unanswered questions.
Focused curiosity leads us to data (raw facts and
figures). As we organize the data through sustained
study, we gain information. As we continue to read,
review, reflect and revise the information, we gain
knowledge (material organized into meaningful
content). And, ultimately, our gained skills of
knowledge become wisdom.

Noah Webster was born October 16, 1758, and died at
age 84 on May 28, 1843. He was a successful teacher,
lawyer, grammarian, journalist, lecturer, and lobbyist.
Noah found teaching in American schools very difficult.
Sometimes seventy children of all ages were crammed
into one-room schoolhouses with no desks, just hard
benches, poor books from England, and untrained
teachers. Webster thought Americans should learn
from American textbooks, so in 1783 he wrote his book
(3 volumes), called A Grammatical Institute Of The
English Language. The work consisted of a speller
known as the Blue-backed Speller because of its blue
cover. Volume 2 dealt with grammar and volume 3 was
a reader.

Curiosity is the most powerful tool we have when we
are trying to learn about something. We need to keep
our ‘curiosity muscle’ strong our entire life. Curiosity
makes your mind active; you are more observant of
new ideas; it opens up new worlds and possibilities and
it brings excitement into your life. There are ways to
increase your curiosity. Keep an open mind and growth
mindset, ask questions all of the time, see lifelong
learning as something fun, and read and write about a
diverse number of topics.

Webster’s books taught children how to read, spell, and
pronounce words in the American, not British, way. His
books could be easily taught to students and progressed
by age. They gave an orderly presentation of words and
the rules of spelling and pronunciation. He sold sixty
million copies by 1890. Income from these books,
supported him and his family most of his life. Also
noteworthy in Webster’s life is that, with the assistance
of his politician relative, Daniel Webster, he lobbied
states to pass the first American copyright laws.
Another major achievement was the writing of the
Webster Dictionary. He became acquainted with about
twenty languages and completed the first edition in
1828 at age seventy! It contained about 70,000 entries.
This hits the highlights of Noah Webster’s
accomplishments. There are many others. I continue to
be curious and study about his methods of teaching
reading, which are still being used today. Be curious.
Find topics that can excite you. Explore. Ask questions.
Seek answers. Enjoy! “I have no special talents. I am
only passionately curious.” —Albert Einstein

To sum up, I have a perfect example to share with you.
I was channel-surfing and found an interesting
American History program that was talking about Noah
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We Remember And Appreciate Our
Friends

June 2022

Smith/Rupp Fund
Pat McKinney, Smith Rupp Chair

Barbara Rockey, Friendship Chairperson

The KARSP Smith/Rupp Funds are established monies to
provide limited financial resources for KARSP members
who are in financial need of the basics of life. These
include help with providing food, paying medical bills
and prescriptions, hospital bills, utility bills, or
telephone bills. Assistance in paying dues is, also,
available.

The members of KARSP wish to extend our sincere
sympathy to the families and friends of those members
who have passed in recent months. We appreciate how
much each of these people has contributed to our
organization and the community they lived in. We say a
final goodbye to the following: Solveig Embertson,
Michael Wojciechowski (husband of Janet
Wojciechowski), Robert Steward (member and husband
of Jane Steward), Deanna House, Ethlynn Dewitt, Jane
Chappell, Samantha Knight (Daughter of Earl and Nancy
Hyde), and Laurel Ballingall (wife of David Ballingall).

All members, in any capacity: bus drivers, office staff,
custodial and maintenance workers, classroom aides,
lunchroom workers, principals, and teachers are eligible
for assistance.
To be effective, we must count on our membership to
inform us concerning their own or another’s needs. All
information will be kept strictly confidential. Please
contact Pat McKinney at 269-876-9660 or
patm7101@gmail.com.

Contact information: Barbara Rockey (269)373-1711
home phone— (I have a long ring time before the
answering machine will pick up) or my E-mail address is
barbararockey@aol.com.

MARSP
Voluntary Benefit Defense Fund
Chris Miller, The Beacon Staff
MARSP’s Voluntary Benefit Defense Fund (VBDF) is used
for legal and legislative activities to protect the benefits
of Michigan public school retirees. The funds may be
used in activities such as educating legislators on the
defined benefit system; health care, prescription drug,
vision, and dental benefits; research reports and other
activities necessary for the protection of school
retirement benefits. For example, the VBDF is used to
provide funds for Legislative Outreach Days, Legislative
Ambassador Training, and the Legislative Voting Record
Guide in election years.
Each year, at the April meeting, KARSP takes a collection
to help support these activities. This year we collected
$274. The board added an additional $400 to help
make up for the collections that were not taken during
the pandemic.
You can donate directly to the VBDF on the MARSP
website. Click on Donate To MARSP on the home page
to be taken to the donation site or to download a form
you can mail in with your check.
7
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07/13 – Summer Fun in Toledo, OH - $145 M / $155 NM
– Includes a tour of the Queen of the Most Holy Rosary
Cathedral in Toledo; a visit to the Toledo Museum of Art
(lunch is on your own in the Museum Café; a visit to
Toledo’s Botanical Gardens; and dinner (included) at
Ciao! Ristorante in Sylvania Oh. Details are now
available!

Barb Knickerbocker, Travel Chair
KARSP Travel is now held in conjunction with the
Portage Senior Center Travel program. You do not have
to be a member of the Senior Center or a resident of
Portage to take advantage of the trips. There is,
however, a $10 surcharge for non-members.

07/24 – Detroit Tigers vs. Minnesota Twins - Comerica
Park in Detroit, MI - $140 M / $150 NM Spots available
(rescheduled from 07/23).

You can see the entire list of available programs at:
https://www.facebook.com/portageseniorcenter
Or you can contact Dawn in the Travel Office for details
and availability at shiltsd@portagemi.gov or by
telephone at 269-324-9239.

07/25 – Christmas in July – Outlet Mall Location TBD –
details in the process – Join an interesting list.
07/25 – 07/28 – Mystery Trip with Ed & Ted’s Excellent
Adventures - $899 PP Double Occupancy / $1,099 Single
Occupancy – Waitlist available.

These are current trips that are available now on the
Portage Senior Center Facebook page. Their online
listings also include trips from October through the end
of the year. For the most up-to-date information check
that list.

07/28 – Fish Boil at Cherry Point & More – Shelby, MI –
details in the process - Join an interest list.
08/06 – Sherlock Holmes and the Adventure of the
Ghost Machine at Purple Rose Theatre in Chelsea, MI –
details in the process – Join an interested list.

06/16 – Jim Crow and the History of Racism – Rockford
and Big Rapids, MI – $93 M / $103 NM - Includes a visit
to the Jim Crow Museum of Racist Memorabilia and a
fish fry lunch at Rogue River Tavern.

08/07 – 08/15 – American Queen with Ed & Ted’s
Excellent Adventures - pricing available in the Trip
Office - Based on availability.

06/16 – 06/24 – Alaska: America’s Last Frontier with
Collette – pricing available in the Trip Office - Based on
availability.

09/12 – 09/17 – Heartland of America Tour: The Story
of Route 66 with Shoreline Tours - $1,399 PP Double
Occupancy / $1,899 Single Occupancy – Based on
availability.

06/22 – Four Winds Casino in New Buffalo, MI - $35 M /
$45 M

09/13 – 09/15 – Architectural & Presidential Tour in
Springfield, IL - $610 PP Double Occupancy / $750 Single
Occupancy Details are now available!

06/22 – Chicago White Sox vs Toronto Blue Jays – Senior
Bingo Day! – Guaranteed Rate Field in Chicago, IL - $170
M / $180 NM

09/18 – Detroit Tigers vs. White Sox - Comerica Park in
Detroit, MI - $140 M / $150 NM

06/29 – “Legally Blonde” at Mason Street Warehouse –
Saugatuck, MI - $190 M / $200 NM – includes an
afternoon cruise on the Star of Saugatuck, dinner at
Coral Gables, and an evening performance. Details are
now available!
07/11 – Local Treasures V – Kalamazoo Area - $75 M /
$85 NM – Includes a visit to the Kalamazoo Model Train
Historical Society; a tour of the Seelye Center at WMU;
a “surprise” stop for lunch (included); a visit to Shades
of Lavender Farm; and a visit to Blodgett Wedding
Barn. Details are now available!
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MARSP Travel
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Bighorn Mountains and the great Sioux Nations
Territory before seeing Mt. Rushmore and Crazy Horse
Monument. Meet a local Lakota Native American at
dinner and learn about their fascinating way of life,
past, and present. Gain a new appreciation of the great
outdoors on this journey that takes you from the Grand
Canyon to Mount Rushmore National Memorial and
everywhere in between.

Barb Knickerbocker, Travel Chair
We are excited to announce the Michigan Association
of Retired School Personnel Travel Program! This new
benefit is available to anyone with an active MARSP
membership. The MARSP Travel Program is an
opportunity for retired public school employees to
enjoy the benefits of retirement while staying
connected with friends who also served in public
education and share similar interests.

Shades of Ireland
October 04 — October 13, 2022 • 10 Days
From history-filled Dublin to the rolling green hills and
dramatic coast, experience Ireland’s charms on a
journey through the Emerald Isle. Experience the
world-famous beauty of the Ring of Kerry. See
sheepdogs in action on a working farm. Stand in awe at
the top of the stunning 700-foot Cliffs of Moher. Live
like royalty during an overnight stay on the grounds of a
castle. A vibrant blend of captivating culture and
stunning nature, this is the Ireland you’ve always
imagined.

The best part is you can book your trip TODAY! Seats
are limited, so don’t delay in joining us as we visit some
incredible places! If you have any questions about the
trips, please call our travel partner Collette at 1-800581-8942.
Roaming Coastal Maine
August 19 — August 25, 2022 • 7 Days
This is Maine, where rocky shores, infinite nature, and
endless lobster forge a coastal New England classic. Dig
into local delicacies with an oyster shucking
demonstration and tasting. Immerse yourself in
dramatic nature at Acadia National Park. See how
lobster traps are retrieved from the ocean. Admire the
picturesque Portland Head Light, Maine’s oldest
lighthouse. Take part in a vintage wine tasting at a local
winery. Enjoy free time in the vibrant city of Portland.
Towering mountains, delectable cuisine, and bustling
harbors await you in this maritime
treasure.

For more information or to book these trips, go to
https://www.marsp.org/travel. There is expanded
information there as well as a link for booking your trip
and subscribing to a travel-specific newsletter from
MARSP.

!"#$%&'()$*+,-&'$.%,(,-&/,"0(010$

National Parks of America
September 22 — October 03, 2022 • 12
Days
Experience the grandeur of the
American West as you explore five
fantastic national parks on this exciting
journey. In Arizona, contemplate the
vast beauty of the Grand Canyon, and in
Yellowstone, relish iconic sights like Old
Faithful and Yellowstone Lake. Enjoy a
breakfast cruise on Lake Powell. Marvel
at the magnitude and color of Zion’s
cliffs and the hoodoos and spires at
Bryce Canyon. Enjoy 2-night stays in
Springdale, Utah (Zion) and Jackson
Hole. Drive through the incredible

wmich.edu/olli
facebook.com/WMULifelongLearning
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Legislative Update
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Here A Petition, There A Petition, Everywhere I Go, A
Petition!
Remember the 7 rules before deciding to sign a
petition.

Ken Larson, Legislative Chair
Thank You, Betty Ongley
Betty Ongley has decided to step down from her
position as co-chair of the Legislative Committee. I have
appreciated working with Betty on legislative issues
affecting our pension and health coverage. What an
invaluable collaborator she has been!

1. Find out WHO initiated the petition.
2. Be mindful of how it is PRESENTED.
3. Read the FINE print.
4. Every petition will have a POSITIVE SPIN. It
doesn’t make it positive.

Legislative Status Report: Making It Easier!
On March 31, 2022, the MARSP Vision e-Newsletter
arrived in my inbox. I was pleased to see that Progress
on Pension Tax was not only a topic, but I could, also,
conveniently contact my representatives and the
governor to show my support for the repeal of the
pension tax. This new MARSP OneClickPolitics
advocacy program allows MARSP members to send a
template or a personalized message to elected officials
in just a few simple steps. It is a strategic way for us to
help guide our legislators toward pension tax repeal
with our combined voices.

5. Keep in mind, that petitioners CAN LIE.
6. You can say NO.
7. What does your GUT say?
A detailed explanation of each of these rules can be
found on the MARSP website and in the March 2022
edition of the Beacon.
Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting
Commission (MICRC
Michigan’s new congressional and legislative district
boundaries became law on March 26, sixty days after
the Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting
Commission (MICRC) published its report on the
redistricting plans with the secretary of state. The
MICRC had approved the state’s congressional map on
Dec. 28, 2021, by a vote of 8-5. The vote approving the
plan was supported by two Democrats, two
Republicans, and four nonpartisan members, with the
five remaining commissioners (two Democrats, two
Republicans, and one nonpartisan member) in favor of
other plans.

Senator McCann responded to my email on April 19. His
response included his position on repealing the pension
tax and two Senate bills and one House bill he would
vote in favor of their passing. Tied to his response were
3 links that can take you to the Michigan Legislature site
detailing each individual bill. What I did notice is that,
as of today, these bills to repeal the pension tax were
still sitting in committee as the budget process moves
forward.
One reason repealing the tax pension is on the table is
a, “Higher than anticipated growth in income tax and
sales tax revenues which means the state probably has
about $600 million a year in ongoing general fund
revenues beyond what it anticipated earlier.” (Budget
Director Christopher Harkins)

As required, the adopted map was approved by “at
least two commissioners who affiliate with each major
party, and at least two commissioners who do not
affiliate with either major party.” (Ballotpedia.org.
Dave Beaudoin, March 31, 2022)

Legislative Ambassadors
MARSP will, eventually, like each chapter to select one
or two Legislative Ambassadors to volunteer to
advocate to legislators. These ambassadors will reach
out to their own lawmakers periodically as MARSP sees
a need. Ambassadors will receive training and talking
points each time they are needed. Potential
ambassadors must fill out an application with MARSP.

Search MICRC (Michigan Independent Citizens
Redistricting Commission). Click on Final Maps. The
following three choices will appear: Michigan
Congressional, Michigan House, and Michigan Senate.
Once you choose, type in your address to see who
represents your district. Make sure you visit all three
maps before the primaries.
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MARSP Update

“R” is for RESERVATIONS!

Philip Stohrer, The Beacon Staff

Sally Roach, Reservation Chair

At the April Luncheon, executive director, Royce C.
Humm, reported on MARSP and the challenges and
opportunities that we face in 2022 and beyond.
Additionally, the annual report from the state officers
was shown.

Making your reservation is an essential part of our
KARSP Luncheon system! KARSP has seventeen lists
that are utilized by our phone callers and e-mailers to
gather reservations for our monthly luncheons. We
attempt to keep these lists as up to date as possible.

Humm said
that the
Association
was in a good
financial
position
despite a
decline in
membership.
He encouraged us to continue in our efforts to recruit
new members and to remind those who have not
renewed of the importance of presenting a strong front
to the legislature in protecting our benefits.

I will spend time this summer attempting to make our
Reservation Lists as accurate as possible. So--how do
you fit in?
First, most of you are on a phone call or e-mail list.
**If you are currently being contacted, great! No need
to do anything.
**If your phone number or e-mail address has changed
recently or during the year, please let me know so that I
can get that information to your contact person.
**If you are not currently receiving notifications of
luncheons and would like to make reservations, please
let me know.
**If you are currently on a Reservations List and wish to
be removed, please contact me anytime during the
year.
**Make sure you have renewed your membership; it
expires on July 1!

The move to rescind the pension tax needs support
from all of the members to convince the legislature
that, now that the state is not in the dire circumstance
it was in 2011 and, in fact, now has a surplus, it is time
to act on behalf of all retirees. There is information on
the MARSP website, https://marsp.org, on how to
contact your representative and senator. Click on the
Advocacy tab.

Sally Roach, rsally734@aol.com 269-929-7660
And–one more thing–if you would like to join our
Reservations Team and contact members each month, I
would love to hear from you!
See you in September! “My favorite subject was
lunchtime!” –Blueface

He, also, reported on the sale of the former MARSP
headquarters building and the relocation to new offices.
The COVID pandemic has slowed the relocation and
much of the staff has been working from home.
However, the move to the MELG Building is progressing
and he reminded us to use the P.O. Box address, not the
old street address. That address is MARSP, P.O. Box
23214, Lansing, MI 48909-3214.

Need Information This Summer?
As we prepare for a new season of KARSP luncheons,
the new officers will be installed. This is the contact
information for our incoming officers.

Those attending the luncheon appreciated the time that
Royce Humm took to come and update us on the
asociation. Thank you.

President Manuel J. Brenes
269-760-1605
Past President Julie Devers
269-760-1614
Secretary Ann Wuerthele
269-694-9187
Treasurer Janet Wright
269-349-8622
Legislation Ken Larson
269 344-6585
All other board members remain the same as they were
in the KARSP Directory.
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