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Luncheon News
Julie Devers, President

On The Side
Dates And Data
Fall Information
Both the September and
October meetings have been
canceled. As The Beacon goes
to press, Western’s Fetzer
Center is not yet open.

The KARSP Board continues to
monitor the situation and
regulations from the state.
The staff at Fetzer continues
to monitor the state and CDC
guidelines and plan how to
safely host us in the future.
But, we will not return to our
luncheons until it is safe to do
so. When we return to the
luncheons, in whatever
format is deemed
appropriate, we will make
sure you know.

On Tuesday, July 15, 2020, the KARSP board decided to cancel our
September and October luncheons. We did this through emails rather than
even attempting an in-person meeting. As we considered our options, we
had your safety in mind. We all need to do what we can to remain healthy
so that we can get together later and enjoy the presentations, food, and
friendships. We will watch the statistics and listen to Governor Whitmer in
order to make our decision for November and beyond.
We, also, discussed how KARSP might be able to support our local schools
and staff once they return to the classroom and/or provide lessons online.
If you have any suggestions, please call, or email me or any board member.
My number is 269-760-1614. My email is juliedevers@att.net. I look
forward to seeing you soon.
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serving so that when we return, we can rest assured
that the facilities will be safe. I look forward to that
day!

Looking Forward
Julie Devers, KARSP President
Usually, I call our new members each month to
welcome them to KARSP and tell them all the wonderful
things we do--how delicious the food is at Fetzer, how
interesting our presentations are, how we raise money
for nonprofit organizations, how we give scholarships to
students each June, how the students come to our
luncheon and inspire us with their words, how much fun
it is to see old friends and new. But since we could not
have our April, May, and June luncheon meetings, I did
not call them. Instead, I will speak to them right here:

In the meantime, remember to wear a mask when you
go out, wash your hands, and keep social distancing. If
you want to dine out, go to a restaurant that has
outside seating. Do not gather in large groups. Stay
safe! We can make a difference while we are waiting!

Welcome to Sharon Hanley from Scotts, Helen
Reinkensmeyer from Portage, Mary Secondi from
Portage, Kristin Gustafson from Lawton, Theresa Mills
from Portage, and Tracy Wilson from Kalamazoo.
Welcome to KARSP, a great association of retired
school personnel. I will be calling you when I know
something definite. We look forward to meeting and
greeting you.

As one of my favorite authors, Theodore Geisel (aka Dr.
Seuss), wrote, “Oh, the places you will go!” or, “not go”
during this strange, unprecedented, and uncertain time!

Luncheon Calling News
Sally Roach, KARSP Calling Chair

Just an update on KARSP comings and goings! Your
board members have been in contact via email (Thanks,
Julie!) and have made the following decisions:
*We will not have luncheons in September or October.
*Fetzer Center is currently not open but working on
social distance dining for the future with no buffets.
*Your caller or emailer has, is, or will be in contact with
you.

I hope all of our members are having an opportunity to
talk to family and friends. I attended the Area 22
meeting via Zoom. You, too, can use Zoom to chat with
people. Some of my friends have family Zoom
meetings. My daughter attended a Zoom wedding. If
you prefer simpler ways, call them or Facetime with
them. It’s important not to be isolated. At least the
summer weather allows us to get outside. You can go
for a walk, or you can meet with a couple of friends on
your patio or deck and social distance. Several of the
local restaurants have outside seating areas, and
everyone wears masks. Some are using disposable
menus or menus you can download on your phone. It’s
so nice to be away from the house and to talk to people
in person.

2019-20 calling and email lists will remain in effect for
the upcoming year. You may look forward to placing
your reservation with the same person as last year.
Please let me know if you have any questions, 269-9297660 or rsally734 @aol.com.
While I miss my many activities, bird-watching, puzzles,
reading, walking, gardening, and clarineting, keep me
occupied. I trust you are somewhat busy and content
but most of all safe and healthy!

On a business note, I
spoke to Connie from
Fetzer, and they are still
closed but will let us
know when they are
ready for our meetings.
She did tell me,
however, that their staff
has been working on
protocols for dining and

While we hope for luncheons to resume in November,
the KARSP Board, like you, will just have to watch and
wait.
And as my favorite doctor says,
“So be sure when you step,
Step with care and great tact
And remember that life’s a Great Balancing Act.”
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Legislative Committee

updated to reflect the results of the August primaries.
You can easily find the necessary contact information
for each candidate.

Betty Ongley and Ken Larson
The following is a friendly reminder: The outcome of
the November election will steer the debate over
whether to overhaul the entire health care system,
make adjustments to the Affordable Care Act if it’s still
in place, or leave things mostly the same.

Covid-19 will make this election one for the history
books!
“Upon the subject of education … I can only say that I
view it as the most important subject which we as a
people may be engaged in.” Abraham Lincoln

Contacting candidates is an important communication
tool. It sends a message to the candidates about what
is important to you. We emailed the following two
questions to each Republican and Democrat district
candidate and the two Senate candidates during the
2018 election. All but 2 responded!!
•

•

Stay safe!

KARSP Travel
Barb Knickerbocker, Travel Chair

Do you support the present Michigan retired
teachers’ health insurance program? Why or
why not?

As you can imagine, all travel for this year has been
canceled. However, I have talked with Dawn Shults
from Portage Senior Center about combining forces in
the future and offering some of their trips to our
members. She assured me that we could do that. Oneday trips would have an extra $10 surcharge if you are
not a member of the Senior Center, but longer trips
would not.

Would you continue to support the present
version of the retired teachers’ pension? Why
or why not?

The following three questions are also important for
candidates to answer:
•

How would your vision for the future of health
care affect the current Medicare program?

•

Are there scenarios in which
you would agree to raise the
eligibility age for Medicare?

•

What is your plan for keeping
Medicare financially solvent
and healthy?
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I will continue to pursue this idea and keep you
informed as to the possibilities in the future.

We all know how important
Medicare, BCBS, Priority Health, and
our pensions are to our physical,
emotional, and economic well-being.
Make sure candidates get the
message.
On the KARSP website,
http://www.karsp.net, you can find
the tab labeled YOUR
REPRESENTATIVES. It has been
3
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2020 Scholarship Recipients

Belen Moreno-Aguilar
received our Sally Swanson
Award. Belen is a graduate
of Kalamazoo Central High
School and will be starting a
degree in Biomedical
Science from Western
Michigan University.

Sharon Pendola, Scholarship Chair
2020 has certainly been a year to remember. Despite
the pandemic, the uncertainty, and all the cancellations
KARSP made another record year for scholarships. We
awarded seven $1500 scholarships to Kalamazoo
County high school seniors, totaling $10,500. This is the
most KARSP has ever awarded! We continue to be the
largest organizational donor in Kalamazoo County with
the KRESA Education For Employment program! Thank
you for making this wonderful deed possible!

Seth Paige is a graduate of
Portage Northern High
School. Seth will also be
attending Western Michigan
University. His course of
study will be Industrial
Engineering.

Usually, our June meeting is when we introduce our
winners to our members. It is a proud moment for both
the students, their parents, and for us. The pandemic
made that imposible, but I can still share with you their
pictures and information about each student. Our
scholarship recipients are as follows:

Finn Brent received the
Dominic Leonardelli
Award. He will study
Biology/Environmental
Studies at Kalamazoo
College. Finn graduated
from Loy Norrix High
School.

Mikayla Sands will be
pursuing a degree in
Secondary English
Education. Mikayla
graduated from Vicksburg
High School and will be
attending Saginaw Valley
State University this fall.

Ella Ledbetter-Newton also
graduated from Loy Norrix
High School. She will be
pursuing a career in
Criminal Justice and
Psychology at Adrian
College.

Kamayia Smith received the
Judy Kucera Award. Kamayia
graduated from Loy Norrix
High School and will be
embarking upon a career in
Elementary Education at
Eastern Michigan University.

At the first luncheon meeting, a video will be shown
with the recipients thank you speeches.
4
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2019-2020 Community Service

Anna Spiecker graduated
from Portage Central
High School. Anna will
begin her studies in Fire
Science from Kalamazoo
Valley Community
College in the fall.

Judy Joynt, Community Service Chair
Despite having our meetings cut by a third this year
because of COVID-19, in the six months we did meet,
our members were very generous. They donated
$5,311 toward the six $1500 scholarships we gave.
Additionally, a member underwrote a seventh $1500
scholarship for a student studying fire science. Also, our
members donated $579 to Warm Kids, $317 to YWCA
Domestic Assault Fund, and $370 to Generous Hands.

Congratulations are in order for our scholarship winners
and to our members for making their futures
encouraged and supported when the world has been
anything but that. Thank you for rallying around
scholarships and giving so generously! This is a far
greater good than most of us will ever know. Thank you
for your foresight, as well as your heartfelt goodness. I
am so grateful to be part of this group, and I hope we all
feel that way!

In the coming year, we had hoped to be able to meet all
nine months, and, in addition to the agencies named
above, take a collection for First Day Shoes Fund and
the Seita Scholars. Instead, the board has decided to
make a $100 donation from the treasury to First Day
Shoe Fund and Seita Scholars. In addition, a donation
will be made to each organization on our list until we
can meet and take collections.
Since all of us were connected, one way or another, to
education before retirement, we enjoy helping
organizations that support children and young adults.
Until we can return to in person meetings, please
consider mailing your donations so that we may
continue this work.
This Year’s Tentative Collections and Volunteers
*September—Barb Knickerbocker—Scholarship
*October—Cheryl Butler—Warm Kids & Scholarship
November—Kris Kirkpatrick—Scholarship
December—Anne Stohrer—YWCA Domestic Assault &
Scholarship
February—Susan Kurtz—Scholarship
March—Barb Rockey—Generous Hands & Scholarship
April—Chris Miller—Scholarship
May—Sharon Moyle—First Day Shoes & Scholarship
June—Seita Scholars & Scholarship
*Unfortunately, we already know that these two luncheons
will not be held.

Help Support Our Community Service Collections
Send your donations to:
KARSP
Attention Gwyn Evans, Treasurer
PO Box 19343
Kalamazoo, MI 49019-9343
Mark them with the name of the group you would like to support.
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Reflections On A New Reality
Keeping Your Brain Active During A
Lock-Down Pandemic

September 2020

like this, that we feed our brains as much positivity as
possible. Limit negative input.
We also know for a fact, that exposure to nature in a
variety of ways (i.e. walking, gardening, etc.) can be a
real boost to your brain health for several reasons.
First, activity in nature usually involves physical
movement. This improves flexibility and stamina.
Neurologist Scott Grafton at UC Santa Barbara is a big
believer in the healing power of the outdoors. Plants,
dirt, trees, sky, and grass offer stimulation to our
perceptual systems. All of your senses are enjoying
tremendous input to process. Your brain is lit up with
activity. I was lucky to have a lot of yard work to do at
my new home, so I was outside every day gaining
physical activity and brain stimulation. I acquired a
renewed appreciation of nature. Spend time outside
and enjoy nature when weather permits.

Suzanne Gernaat, The Beacon Staff
Wow! In about three days in March, my whole world
took a turn of 180 degrees. Pandemic and total lockdown hit me square in the face, and I had to figure out
how to deal with it. All of my brain classes were
canceled indefinitely, my exercise trainer couldn't come
to my house and my helper, Robin, also could not come
to help me, and I was left alone to cope with everything.
As seniors, two of the greatest assets we own are
wisdom and an ability to roll with the punches. We
have been through so many experiences and we learn
to cope and adjust to any new realities. Our brain has a
wonderful way of helping us "bounce back" from almost
anything we may encounter. I began to reflect on
obtaining essentials like food, medicine, etc. I had
moved into a new house and neighborhood in October
and one of the reasons I chose this home was because
90% of my essential services were within 5-10 minutes
of my home. That proved to be a blessing. With
Harding’s 5 minutes from my home, prescriptions were
delivered to my door and "Harding’s To Go" provided
order and pay online with contactless curb service of
groceries. Once I had dealt with the essentials, I started
to think of what I would do to keep my brain active. I
decided to set up an e-mail service to my students of
"Positivity and Puzzles".

Reading is another great way to keep your brain active
and healthy. I devoured three new books on brain
health, but also found time to indulge in murder
mysteries, my favorite read. I collect and read British
cozy mysteries with lots of suspects in a small-town
setting. I found a new series to try, and it is giving me
many hours of enjoyment. During these new times of
less social contact and uncertainty, we need to be
concerned more than ever about our brain health. You
need to have a personal plan for brain growth. No
matter what the TV ads say, you won't find it in a
supplement bottle. Keep in mind that brain research
continually shows our lifestyle choices of getting quality
sleep, mental challenge, physical activity, and of #1
importance, what you eat, are the things that will make
a difference. During these unprecedented times, take
good care of yourself, especially your brain. Eat well
and healthy. Enjoy good food. Sleep well at least 7-8
hours per night. Keep active physically. Challenge your
brain cells every day. Make it a habit. Enjoy the small
things in life like that flower that bloomed in your
garden. Count your blessings!

Every week I sent brain puzzles, some positive thoughts,
and what I was doing. It kept a connection with my
students and they enjoyed having something to think
about and keep their brains occupied. It also made my
brain work and I had social contact, if only by e-mail.
I reflected further on how I could keep my brain in good
health during the changed "normal." The first thing I
decided to do was to limit "news" exposure. Much
news coverage, especially during this time, tended to be
fear-inducing, negative, and contained conflicting
"facts." I have mentioned before the power of self-talk.
Our self-talk is largely dependent on what we feed it. It
has been proven that your negative self-talk can be as
high as 75% on a regular basis. That's why, for brain
health, we need to be very careful, during a special time

Note: If you like cozy mysteries, check out the website
http://cozy-mystery.com. This website has a complete,
up-to-date list of cozy mysteries. They are listed by
author and by categories such as British or woman
sleuth. There is a short synopsis of the book, reader
ratings and so much more. Enjoy! Keep healthy!
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Priority Health: Covid-19 Coverage

Medicare members now have $0 primary care and
specialist visits. Cost-share (copays, deductibles,
coinsurance) for primary care and specialist visits will be
waived ($0) through December 31, 2020.

Cheryl Butler, Insurance Co-chair
As COVID-19
continues to
impact all of us and
our communities,
Priority Health wants to provide members with both the
information and coverage needed to stay safe and
healthy. The following coverage extensions and
benefits have been added through December 31, 2020,
for all Priority Health MPSERS members:
•

Questions? Information about COVID-19 is changing
quickly and Priority Health wants to be your resource
for new information as it becomes available. For
resources and additional information about MPSERS
Priority Health, visit online at
priorityhealth.com/mpsers or call at 888.389.6648,
option 3.

COVID-19 Screening: Copays and deductibles
are waived for an in-person or virtual visit if it
results in the ordering or administering of a
COVID-19 test.

•

COVID-19 Testing: Copays, deductibles, and
coinsurance are waived when a COVID-19 test
of any kind is ordered by a medical provider as
medically necessary.

•

COVID-19 Treatment: In the unfortunate
circumstance that a member is diagnosed with
COVID-19, coverage will cover copays,
deductibles, and coinsurance if COVID-19 is the
primary diagnosis AND the member is treated
by an in-network provider.

•

No-cost prescription delivery: Priority Health
pharmacy partners CVS, Walgreens, and Meijer
continue to offer free delivery to members with
no cost shipping. *Please check with your
pharmacy on the availability of this benefit.

•

$0 Virtual care extension: Cost-share (copays,
deductibles, coinsurance) for all in-network
medical and behavioral health virtual care
services are covered at 100%.
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Blue Cross Blue Shield
Health Insurance Updates
Sandy Beiter, RN BSN Insurance Co-Chair
Since we are still
not meeting, in
person, I would
like to reiterate
that I am available for health insurance questions
and/or concerns at any time. Also, please feel free to
call if you would just like a “listening ear.”
Compounded Medications
These are usually prescription medications that are
specially made by a pharmacist or drug company in
capsule form. They are “off formulary” and may be a
combination of more than one drug in a capsule or a
smaller dose of an “on formulary” drug that is usually
used for a different purpose. These medications are not
covered by your prescription insurance. You must pay
out-of-pocket.
Medication Recalls
The first thing to do if you believe your medication has
been recalled is to contact the pharmacy that filled your
prescription. Not every batch of pills falls under the
recall. Your pharmacy will be able to quickly tell if the
pills you received are included.

myStrength for mental wellness: Access to myStrength
is available at no cost for online emotional support
during challenging times. Activities can help with
coping skills, maintaining inner calm, staying connected
while social distancing, and much more. To get started,
visit: priorityhealth.com/covid-19/about/mystrength.

For recalled over-the-counter medication, match the lot
numbers of your medication to those included in the
recall. If you cannot find a number on the packaging,
take the medication to your pharmacist.
If your medication is truly recalled, stop taking it
immediately but not without talking to your health-care
7
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provider or pharmacist. Because it can be hazardous to
suddenly stop taking certain medications, your
pharmacist will work quickly to replace your pills or get
you an alternate prescription. (Paraphrased from
March 2020 American Legion Magazine)

Shingles/Chickenpox
Shingles is a recurrence of the
chickenpox virus (also called
varicella-zoster virus), which lies
dormant in every person who
has had chickenpox or the live
chickenpox vaccine. Shingles
are nowhere nearly as
contagious as chickenpox, which is found in respiratory
secretions, but it is contagious to people who are not
immune.

Flu Shots
It’s “that time of the year” again. The best place to get
your flu shot is in your provider’s office. If you want to
go to a pharmacy, call them first to see if they are
accepting our insurance.
Some symptoms of the flu are high fever (102-104) that
last 3-4 days, headache, severe aches and pains, fatigue
or weakness that can last up to 2-3 weeks, and chest
discomfort which can become severe. These symptoms
can also be indicative of COVID 19. Call your provider
for testing to rule this out.

Natural infection from chickenpox or the chickenpox
vaccine makes a person immune to chickenpox.
Two doses of the Shingrix vaccine are about 94%
effective in conferring immunity to shingles. A few
people who got the chickenpox vaccine might still catch
chickenpox (not shingles) after exposure to shingles.
Most adults (98%) in the U.S. are immune to shingles.
Shingrix is recommended for people whether or not
they received the chickenpox vaccine and whether or
not they recall an episode of chickenpox.

Flu Shot Reimbursement
If you go to a pharmacy that does not accept our
insurance for your flu shot ask for a detailed receipt
that you can submit to Blue Cross.

As always, I am only a phone call or an e-mail away 269341-0424 p.j.beiter@comcast.net

To obtain a flu shot reimbursement form do the
following:
•
•
•
•
•
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In Remembrance Of Our Members
Who Have Passed

Go to bcbsm.com/medicare
Click Forms and Documents under Help
Click Claim Forms under Forms
Click Medicare Plus Blue PPO plans under What
you’ll need
Click Medicare Plus Blue PPO Member
Reimbursement Form (PDF) to access the form

Barbara Rockey, Friendship Chairperson
The members of KARSP wish to extend our sincere
sympathy to the families of those members who have
passed in recent months including Ann Anderson,
Karen Leys, Sylvia Meagher, Gordon E. Thomas,

Doris Chopp, Carol Wunderlin (wife of Walter),
Adelyn Boyce, and Almond Petrie (husband of
Joanne Lynch).
Please feel free to let me know if a card or note
would be appreciated by one of our members who
are not at their best. Also, in sending sympathy
cards, it is becoming more difficult to find a mailing
address for the immediate family. If you can help,
it will assure that a card is sent to the family.

Thanks!

Contact information: Barbara Rockey (269)373-1711
home phone, or my E-mail address is
barbararockey@aol.com.
8
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Smith/Rupp Fund

Smith/Rupp Fund Is There For You

Pat McKinney, Smith Rupp Chair

Philip Stohrer, Editor

The KARSP Smith/Rupp Funds are established monies to
provide limited financial resources for KARSP members
who are in financial need for the basics of life. These
include help with providing food, paying medical bills
and prescriptions, hospital bills, utility bills, or
telephone bills. Assistance in paying dues is, also,
available.

The standard announcement for the Smith/Rupp Fund
appears in The Beacon several times each year but
rarely does anyone respond to it. However, in this most
unusual year, it is important that KARSP members in
financial distress make their needs known. No one likes
to admit they are in need, but it is worse to suffer in
want when help is available.

All members, in any capacity: bus drivers, office staff,
custodial and maintenance workers, classroom aides,
lunchroom workers, principals, and teachers are eligible
for assistance.

It is a very private transaction. Only Pat knows who the
recipient is. The board does not discuss it, they only
receive a report at the end of the year as to how much
was distributed. All I know is that in the past we have
aided with prescriptions, utility bills, help with special
dietary needs and, most often, help with paying MARSP
dues.

To be effective, we must count on our membership to
inform us concerning their own or another’s needs. All
information will be kept strictly confidential. Please
contact Pat McKinney at 269-876-9660 or
patm7101@gmail.com.

The funds are available, partially supplied by MARSP,
partially by KARSP. If you have a need, please contact
Pat at 269-876-9660 or patm7101@gmail.com.

Membership Musings
Linda Hawley, Membership Chair
Please extend a warm welcome to these new members:
Kristin Gustafson, Theresa Mills, Tracy Wilson, Sharon
Hanley, Helen Reinkensmeyer, and Mary Secondi.
This Bears Repeating
Staying in touch with legislative issues that affect our
pension and insurance benefits is more important now
than ever during these extraordinary times. The best
timely information about our organizations can be
found on the MARSP Facebook page (friend them
today!) and the KARSP.net webpage. If your email is up
to date with MARSP and you have MARSP.org and
KARSP.net in your email address book, you will receive
the most important and timely information when there
are legislative concerns you need to know about.
Contact MARSP at 1-888-960-4022 to make sure your
email and birthday are accurate in MARSP records.
Reaching the birthday milestone of 85 gives you a
reduced membership dues rate and 100 gives free
membership.
Congratulations if you have reached either of those
milestones!!
9
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New Auto Insurance Law Takes Effect
Philip Stohrer, Editor
In the June issue of The Beacon, my article on the new
auto insurance law encouraged you to contact your
agent to discuss your options. Now that July 1 has
come and gone, that is still excellent advice.
As I tried to find information about the new auto law, I
hit roadblock after roadblock. The state was busy with
COVID; BCBS and Priority Health were, too. MARSP was
trying to determine how much damage had been done
to the pension fund by the stock market meltdown.

drive. This is definitely an area to discuss with your
agent.

The good news is, even if the law took effect with the
new month, your policy won’t change until it is time to
renew it. However, when it is time, you will need to do
your homework.

Bodily Injury Coverage-Under no-fault, bodily injury
coverage was not a great consideration, your insurance
paid for it. No fault’s whole design was to cut down on
expensive litigation. That has changed in the new law
and experts anticipate an uptick in lawsuits. If you are
at fault in an accident and injure or kill someone, you
can be sued for damages. Limits under the new law are

For many years, the only choice you needed to make
was wether or not your car was worth enough to
continue to carry comprehensive coverage. Now, you
need to make decisions about:
Personal Injury Protection-No longer is everyone
included in the state’s unlimited program. You can
choose to continue with the unlimited plan, or lesser
amounts of $500,000, $250,000, or $50,000. Medicare
recipients can choose no PIP and rely on Medicare to
pick up the coverage. But, lesser amounts may not
cover everything resulting from an accident. Your
personal insurance will have to pick up the difference—
up to the limits they will pay—and then you pay for it.
The Medicare option will only pay up to their usual
limits and they will not pay for special services like
transportation to doctor or therapy appointments or
special modifications to your vehicle to allow you to

$250,000 if you injure or kill a person and $500, 000 per
accident. You can purchase lesser amounts of coverage,
but you could be liable up to these amounts. You will
need to choose a level of BIC that adequately protects
you and your assets.
Many seniors currently purchase umbrella policies to
cover investments, but insurance companies are not
required to provide those if you do not purchase the
highest amounts of auto coverage. Again, another
discussion point with your agent.
The new insurance law, like any law, is complex and, at
this point, unfamiliar. Find a licensed agent you trust
and discuss the new choices. The Summer 2020 issue of
the Vanguard has an article about the new insurance.
You can also watch a recording of the MARSP webinar
on the new law. Check the website marsp.org.
Investigate it and make the right decisions the first
time.
10
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Who Do I Call?
President Julie Devers
Past President JoAnn Lynch
President-Elect Manuel J. Brenes
Secretary Ann Wuerthele
Treasurer Gwyn Evans
Calling Sally Roach
Community Service Judy Joynt
Cookies Aurelia Reed
Friendship Barb Rockey
Hospitality Nancy Rogers
Insurance Chair Sandy Beiter-BCBS
Insurance Chair Cheryl Butler-Priority
Legislation Betty Ongley
Luncheon Tickets Donna Clinard
Membership Linda Hawley
Scholarships Sharon Pendola
Smith/Rupp Fund Pat McKinney
Travel Chair Barb Knickerbocker
The Beacon, Philip Stohrer, Editor
KARSP Website http://karsp.net
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MPSERS/Office of Retirement Services
(8:30A.M.-5:00 P.M.)
517-322-5103 or 800-381-5111
Fax: 517-322.1116
Mailing address: PO Box 30171, Lansing, MI 48909
Location: Stevens T. Mason Building, 530 W Allegan St.
Lansing, MI 48933
Website: www.michigan.gov/orsschools
miAccount: www.michigan.gov/orsmiaccount

269-760-1614
269-330-1004
269-760-1605
269-694-9187
269-375-5056
269-929-7660
269-365-1233
269-649-4956
269-373-1711
269-388-3832
269-372-6742
269-806-7748
269-327-1392
269-382-6207
269-372-7215
269-372-3123
269-876-9660
269-501-3373
269-385-4153

Health Insurance Plan Contact Information
Master Health Care Plan
Blue Cross/Blue Shield (PPO in MI)
800-422-9146
bcbsm.com/mpsers
PPO Providers – Outside MI 800-810-2583
Anti-Fraud Hotline 800-482-3787
Nurse Hotline (24/7) 800-775-2583
Grievance and Appeals Department 866-309-1719
HMOs
Blue Care Network
Medicare: 866-966-2583
Non-Medicare: 800-662-6667
www.bcbsm.com/mpsers
Priority Health
888-389-6648
priorityhealth.com/mpsers

MARSP

7:30-11:30 a.m. - 12:00-4:00 p.m.
517.337.1757
888.960.4022 (toll-free)
Mailing address: PO Box 23214
Lansing, MI 48909
Location:
3645 E Jolly Rd
Lansing, MI 48910
Email: staff@marsp.org
Website: https://www.marsp.org

Dental & Vision
Delta Dental
800-345-8756
deltadentalmi.com/MPSERS
EyeMed
866-248-2028
www.eyemed.com/mpsers

MARSP Staff:
Royce C. Humm, Executive Director
Sarah Botruff, Administrative Assistant
Kelli Cherrette, Member Services Coordinator
Mandy Hitsman, Financial Manager
Wendi Knepp, Communications Coordinator
Erin Parker, Events Coordinator
Social Security Administration
800-772-1213
www.ssa.gov

Prescription Plan
OptumRx (Medicare)
855-577-6517
www.optumrx.com/mycatamaranrx
OptumRx (Non-Medicare)
866-288-5209
www.optumrx.com/mycatamaranrx

Medicare
800-633-4227
www.medicare.gov

Hearing Care
TruHearing
855-205-6305
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Your MARSP/KARSP membership expired July 1. Have you renewed it for 2020-21?
In this unique year, your best source of KARSP information is
The Beacon.
Don’t lose your access to all the pension, insurance, and retirement information
available to you through The Beacon and the Vanguard.
The Beacon
Newsletter Staff: Philip Stohrer, Editor • Suzanne Gernaat • Joanna Heyd • Chris Miller• Julie Devers, President •
Manuel Brenes, President Elect • Linda Hawley, Membership Chair • Barbara Rocky, Friendship Chair • Barb Knickerbocker, Travel Chair
Bob Kucera, Website Liaison
Comments, News, And Advertisements May Be Sent To: Beacon@KARSP.net
Next Deadline For Material Is October 23, 2020
Visit Us Online At http://www.KARSP.net

