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It’s Holiday Cookie Time Again!

On The Side
Dates And Data
December 3
Blendings Vocal Ensemble
Collection
YWCA Domestic Assault Fund
This Will Be A Plated Meal
Featuring Meatloaf
January No Meeting
February 4
Turn2 Foundation
Harold Swift
Collection
Scholarship Fund
This Will Be A Plated Meal
Featuring Apricot Glazed
Pork Tenderloin

Aurelia Reed, KARSP Cookie Chair
Each December, KARSP collects holiday
cookies for distribution to our shut-in
members and local non-profits that
assist seniors. This year’s collection will
take place before our luncheon on
December 3. Bring two dozen cookies;
they can be homemade or store bought.
We will, also, need volunteers during the
luncheon to package them for
distribution and more volunteers to
deliver them on your way home.
Do you know a KARSP member who is shut-in
and would appreciate some holiday cookies?
Would you like to volunteer to help? Do you
have questions or need more information?
Call Aurelia Reed at 269 649-4956.

March 3
Habitat For Humanity
Sylvia Denning, Director,
Homeowner Services
Collection
Generous Hands
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At the KARSP luncheons, we not only have delicious
food and great presentations, but we have a chance to
see old friends and make new ones. In addition, Cheryl
Butler and Sandy Beiter provide updates on our
insurance and are available for questions. We, also,
collect funds each month for several local nonprofits as
well as our scholarships. Our members are so generous!

Off to a Great Start
Julie Devers, KARSP President
We kicked off this year with a wonderful celebration of
Hispanic Heritage Month, which began on September
15 and ran through October 15. Marimba Orquesta el
Sijense, a group of musicians from Guatemala, provided
the entertainment. The music was wonderful, as was
the luncheon with a Latino flavor, which the Fetzer

If you attend the KARSP luncheons, thank you for being
there. If you are a member but haven’t attended the
lunches, you might want to make plans to do so. We
have fun!
If you want to be on a call list, please let me know. We
will gladly email or call you to give you the date of the
luncheon, make a reservation for you, and let you know
what the presentation will be.
Hope to see you all soon.

Center so kindly arranged for us to fit in with the
Hispanic theme. I had a wonderful time, and I think all
of the members present did, too. In fact, Shannon from
Fetzer told me their employees also enjoyed the music!

Do you know ALICE?
Christine Ballard
ALICE is an acronym for Asset Limited, Income
Constrained, Employed households that earn more than
the Federal Poverty Level but less than the basic cost of
living for the state. ALICE may live next door to you or
in your neighborhood, or across town and may be a
senior citizen household or a student-headed
household, may be a single or a two-parent household,
and can be of any race or ethnicity and live in any part
of our state. ALICE' s numbers are growing as more and
more find they cannot afford the basic costs of living. In
Michigan, 43% of households find themselves in a
struggle to afford housing, childcare, food,
transportation, health care, and technology.

At our October meeting, we learned about a fairly new
program coordinated by KRESA. Lisa Bartell, the
coordinator, explained this great opportunity for high
school students in the area to enroll in Early/Middle
College and graduate after five years in high school with
a certificate or associates degree from KVCC.
We, also, had our nonprofit fair which included 15 local
organizations. These groups had information on hand
and were available to answer questions and give our
members an opportunity to volunteer. A special thanks
goes to Sally Roach for coordinating the fall fair.

Alice In Michigan: A Financial Hardship Study is a
revealing 33-page report put together by United Way
and several partners. It details county-level statistics as
of 2017 for families in each of Michigan's counties for
income and expenses. You will find mention of ALICE
more and more often in the media, and if you are
wondering just who or what it is, you can easily get a
free copy from United Way (269)343-2524. It is, also,
available for download online.

So, we are off to a spectacular beginning this year. I can
hardly wait for the rest of the presentations. I know
they are going to be just as great.
MARSP and KARSP are so important to all retired school
personnel. MARSP fights to keep the state from
messing around with our pension plan, as well as
working to keep our insurance premiums as low as
possible. Our very own Bob Kucera is now the President
of MARSP, so we have a voice at the state level and he
will keep us informed about all pertinent information.

This report has an enormous impact on the state of our
schools and the future of our students here in Michigan.
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Tickets are sold until 11:15 A.M. on the day of the
luncheon. In order for your ticket sellers to eat on time,
those people need a few minutes to count the money
taken in so they can eat with the rest of the group.

Sally Roach, Calling Chair
I must admit that the inner workings of the KARSP lunch
reservations and ticket sales were somewhat of a
surprise and mystery to me until I took over the reins of
the Calling Committee from Pat Benson and Lyn
Sherman. So, here is a quick “refresher course” for ALL
of us!

This is a good and time-tested system. I just wanted to
point out the large number of details that go into the
pleasurable dining at the Fetzer Center for KARSP
members.

Membership Musings

First, a huge thank-you to Ticket Sales Chair Donna
Clinard, Head Caller Gail Ledbetter, and our amazing
and efficient team of callers and e-mailers Eleanor
Chase, Theresa Humphreys, Helen Palleschi, Aura
Provancher, Jan Snyder, Cheryl Butler, Mary Ann Cronin,
Kay Haas, Joanna Heyd, Vicki Joffe, Suzanne Jones, Barb
Knickerbocker, Jane Lloyd, Carole Nicolow, Linda Teare
and Anne Stohrer!!!! These members are the “meat”
(Pardon the pun!) of our FLS (Fetzer Luncheon System.)

Linda Hawley Membership Chair
Please extend a warm welcome to our newest members
--Pearl DeVries, Charlene Lemons, Michael Milka,
Michelle Berg, Lori LaBelle, Karen Wagner.
In the Know
The Vanguard and The Beacon are great ways to get
important information about our organizations. Even
more timely information is available on the MARSP
Facebook page and the KARSP.net web page. If your
email is up to date with MARSP and you have
MARSP.org and KARSP.net in your email address book,
you will receive the most important and timely
information when there are legislative concerns you
need to know about.

I just received an invitation to another luncheon. This
organization was charging $18.00 for a “limited” menu
and cookie for dessert. Your KARSP Board and Phil
Stohrer have done a superlative job at keeping the cost
at $16.00 for a generous amount of food.
Please respond to your phone call or e-mail in a timely
manner. Then, those people let me know who is
attending so that I can call accurate numbers in to
Fetzer Center by 10:00 A.M. the Friday before the
luncheon.

Getting Two Beacons at Your Household?
OOPS!! I apologize!! For the previous The Beacon
mailing, I forgot to delete the names of those who have
requested only one copy to a household when I sent the
membership spreadsheet to the printer.

Fetzer prepares the number of meals that are called in.
So, if I say there are 115 reservations, the staff prepares
food for that many diners and charges KARSP $16.00
per meal. For buffet-style dinners, there may be extra
food. For plated meals, a count of 115 means 115
plates.

If you have not previously requested only one The
Beacon to be sent to your household because both
residents are members, please send an email to
linda.l.hawley@sbcglobal.net and make that request.

hospice is peace, dignity, comfort, hope

If you make a reservation and do not come to the
luncheon, you will be charged the $16.00. Please let me
know of any cancellation (269-929-7660 or
rsally734@aol.com) by 9:30 A.M. the Friday before the
luncheon so I can make the necessary calculations
before I call Fetzer Center. And – YES – we DO
UNDERSTAND last-minute emergencies and can make
an exception!!!!

taking away
the fear

hospiceswmi.org • Home Hospice Care • Rose Arbor &
Glenn Arbor Hospice Residences • Grief Support Services
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Thank You First Responders
Bob Kucera, MARSP President
KARSP has completed phase 2 of recognizing, and
showing our appreciation to first responders in
Kalamazoo County. Past, present, and future Presidents
of KARSP presented the Portage Police and Public
Safety, and Fire Departments with a Recognition
Certificate and Cookies for their department.
First responders are individuals with specialized
training, who are among the first to arrive and provide
assistance in case of an emergency. In the city of
Portage, for example, they handle fire, accidents,
emergency medical, and police issues to name a few.

Julie, Sally, Battalion Chief Tim Foley, and JoAnn.

We thank the men and women who keep our
community safe! These are the people who run
towards an emergency, rather than away. We
appreciate their dedication, service, and hard work.

Captain Jeremy Vermeer, Julie, Sally & JoAnn.

Severe Weather Policy
KARSP no longer follows
Kalamazoo Public Schools
closings. The board will make the
decision to cancel a luncheon
meeting based on the current and
projected weather conditions.
Usually, this decision will be made on the day before a
meeting to meet our contractual obligations to the
Fetzer Center. A closing will be published on the KARSP
web site, http://karsp.net, and the callers will attempt
to contact you, either by telephone or email.
In addition, KARSP is registered with WWMT-TV. In
case of severe weather, KARSP will be included in the
on-TV crawler at the bottom of the screen. Also,
WWMT offers an email and text alert system. You can
sign up for this service by going to:
wwmt.com/weather/closings.
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Your Attention Please
Suzanne Gernaat, The Beacon Staff
Your attention skills enable you to learn, remember,
plan, solve problems, make decisions, and several other
mental functions. As we get older, it is not necessarily
our memory that is the main brain issue. Instead, we
may not remember a name, etc. because we were not
paying enough attention to the information when it was
presented. The other major issue working against us as
we age is that we get more easily distracted. Living in
this 24/7 highly distractible world makes our filtering
skills work harder and harder to suppress distractions.
We use the terms enhance (focus on one specific item)
and suppress (filter all other distractions into the
background) when we refer to this mental process. A
basic definition of attention is the concentration and
control of your mental powers. You will normally pay
more attention to those things that fit your personality
and interests. We should aim to enjoy our later years
by spending more and more time and attention on
those things that give us the most joy and peace.
The good thing about attention is that it is a skill you
can improve and you're never too old to work on
improvement. Attention acts like an arm muscle when
you're lifting weights. The more you take control of
your attention, fight distractions, and focus on the task
at hand, the stronger your attention will become. And,
every time you take control of your attention and don't
just function on "autopilot"—letting your mind do what
it wants to—it becomes easier to be in the driver's seat
and actively direct your attention where you want it to
go. It will make you feel so good when you are directing
your attention most of the time. A focused life is the
best there is.

you lots of unwanted distractions. It can give you worry
and stress and keep your mind in a highly-charged
emotional state, as well.
The other attention process that wants control is the
top-down deliberate system. Top-down attention
enables us to pursue difficult goals and succeed. We
can design our daily experience because top-down
attention allows us to control what to focus on and
what to suppress. Vision is not the only sense involved
in the attention process, although it accounts for about
80% of the input to our brain. But, by turning the
volume up or down on smell, hearing, taste or touch,
we can “tune in” the information we want or tune out
competing distractions.

At all times, you have two attention processes
competing to take control and guide you to what they
want you to see and do. One is called the bottom-up
attention process, also known as immediate and
emotional. This process is always ready to take over
and is meant to protect you by guiding your attention to
bright colors, loud noises (i.e. sirens), flashing lights, a
dog's growl, a bad smell, and a host of other things that
could signal danger, a reward or the fight or flight
response if needed. The bottom-up process, usually an
emotional and automatic attention, keeps you in touch
with what's going on in the world, but it can also give

Since having bottom-up attention in control can often
contain negativity, it is best for our over-all brain health
to take control and put our top-down thinking mode in
charge often. It will give you a great feeling of
5
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BLUE CROSS HEALTH INSURANCE
UPDATES

satisfaction every time that you can control your
attention and put the focus on what you want instead
of letting the brain run the show on its own. Both the
bottom-up and top-down attention processes have
benefits and drawbacks. There are times when we
want to be "carried away" by thoughts and feelings.
But, there are other times when we have a specific goal
and we want to achieve it. (i.e. play piano: practice vs
performance).

Sandy Beiter, RN BSN Insurance Co-Chair
Cataract Surgery
Recently, I wrote an
article in The Beacon
describing the causes
and symptoms for
cataracts. My vision was
blurred when trying to
read road signs while I
was driving and when I
was reading in different
lighting in the house. After several months of
worsening symptoms, I decided to make an
appointment with my ophthalmologist. I had the
beginning of cataracts for several years but with this
visit, my cataracts rated 3.5 out of 10. Since my driving,
in particular, was affected, my ophthalmologist decided
to do surgery.

Whatever your temperament, living the focused life is
not about trying to feel happy all of the time. That is
unattainable. Instead, treat your mind as you would a
beautiful garden. Be careful what you plant there and
allow to grow. Weed it often and don't allow the
negativity (weeds) to ever take over.
There is a very good exercise for attention building,
which I call "what do they have in common?" It is the
exercise where you look at 3-4 seemingly unrelated
words or phrases and try to think of how they are all
related to each other in some way. This work makes
your brain focus and pay attention to details. Here are
some examples:

I opted to have surgery without any sedation in the
hospital. The whole event was very pleasant (if one can
call it that). I was in a recliner the whole time. My
surgeon/ophthalmologist played the music that I
wanted and talked to me throughout the procedure. I
did not have to have an anesthesiologist in the room
(no charge to insurance or me). I did not have to be on
a heart monitor or blood pressure apparatus. The
procedure took 18 minutes; the recovery room was 5
minutes. The pain was minimal and managed with
Tylenol for 24 hrs. My second cataract surgery was
performed 2 weeks after the first. The worst part of the
whole ordeal was the eye drops 4x/day for one month.

1. paper, rag, and kewpie (doll)
That one is pretty easy. How about #2?
2. Barney, Socks, Millie, and Checkers (pets of
Presidents)
3. an airplane, a tuxedo, a comet, and a horse
(they all have tails)
4. bowling alleys, seamstresses, and hand
grenades (they all have pins)
5. Irving Berlin, Rose Kennedy, Bob Hope (they all
lived past the age of 100)
You get the idea. These exercises can become very
challenging and really give your brain a good workout.
Remember, you only get one brain. Take good care of
it. Eat well, exercise, and do a mental activity every
day.

My husband had his cataract surgery one week after my
first. He was happy that I talked him into no sedation.
We were the first patients at Bronson who opted for no
sedation (including Versed or light sedation). I certainly
would recommend this method for all who have not
had surgery yet for cataract removal.
Physical Exams–for Women
If you are having a gynecological exam by your
gynecologist and a regular physical exam by your
primary provider in the same year, make sure that the

Working Together For You!
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Physical Therapy
Physical Therapy visits for Medicare members are
approved for blocks of time (i.e. 6 visits for each
diagnosis over 6 weeks). If your therapy needs to be
continued for the same diagnosis, your physical
therapist may be able to get your therapy time
extended by contacting Blue Cross.

Insurance Changes
You should have received the 2020 insurance changes
by Vanguard, Best of Health, Optum, insurance
meetings throughout Michigan, or mailings. If you have
any questions, please contact me.

As always, I am only a phone call or an e-mail away
(cell) 269-341-0424 or (home) 269-372-6742 or
p.j.beiter@comcast.net.

Shingrix Vaccination
Apparently, there are still long
waiting lists for this vaccine at some
pharmacies. Most privately-owned
pharmacies have the vaccine in stock
with no waiting list. If you get this
vaccine at your medical provider’s
office, it will not be covered under
your prescription benefit. This is not a medical
insurance benefit.

We Remember and Appreciate
Our Friends
Barbara Rockey, Friendship Chair
On behalf of KARSP members, we wish to offer our
sincere sympathy to the family and friends of those who
have passed including: Vernon Tester (husband of
Joan), Jane Trudell, Vonda Kirk, E. Lloyd Ludwig, Donald
R. Sly, Donald C. Weaver, Robert Richardson, Celeste
Happel, David Reddy, Ray D. Harbour, and Dianne L.
Schull.

Traveling Out of the Country
Consult your doctor to catch up on vaccinations. Find
out if the country where you are traveling requires
vaccinations for entry, or which are recommended, on
the CDC website: wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/page/travelvaccines. Vaccines should be administered one month
ahead for maximum effectiveness. If you take
prescription medications, bring them in their original
containers, plus a printed list of the prescriptions.

I would like to thank those who have helped me by
letting me know when a member would appreciate a
card or is celebrating a special birthday. In addition, the
primary source for information on members who have
passed comes from the Kalamazoo Gazette. If an
obituary is not published, your help in letting us know
will help make sure their passing is acknowledged.

Medicare does not cover you overseas. Your Blue Cross
policy will be your primary. You can purchase travel
insurance to ensure you are covered for a doctor or
hospital visits and for transporting you to a hospital, if
necessary. If you have questions regarding your
coverage out of the country call the Customer Service
number on the back of your Blue Cross card.

Contact information: Barbara Rockey (269) 373-1711
home phone — (I have a long ring time before the
answering machine will pick up) or my E-mail address is:
barbararockey@aol.com.

It Bears Repeating
New Medicare Cards
MPSERS members who become eligible for Medicare
need to provide their Medicare number to ORS by
calling 1-800-381-5111. If members fail to provide the
Medicare number to ORS, there may be a gap in or loss
of coverage.
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with the Silver Sneakers program. Refer to your
September Beacon for a list of gyms in the
Kalamazoo/Portage area. Added to the list is The Gym
of Vicksburg, LLC – 625 Prairie St. 49097 and Anytime
Fitness Mattawan – 56098 S. Main St. 49071.

Cheryl Butler, Priority Health Insurance Co-chair
People who
have retired
under the
Michigan ORS have continued to benefit from quality
medical insurance programs. You should have already
received your personalized monthly premium as the
deductibles start over January 1, 2020. I will start with a
few facts about Priority Health Insurance and, then, list
below any changes to your deductibles.

Business Generosity
JoAnn Lynch, Past President
As the new Fun Time Chairwoman, I was not sure
whether I would be able to provide enough gift cards
for our generous membership which supports so many
charities. Julie and I started on Main Street and thought
we would, then, work our way down Westnedge. Well,
we didn't have to go to Portage at all. The Kalamazoo
business people read our letter which explained our
membership, our activities and our purpose. They
responded generously with free lunches and one or
more gift cards. We have enough door prizes to last
until next September. I hope our people will support
these businesses—not just the winners of the gift cards,
but others in the organization. I would like everyone to
identify themselves as KARSP members and thank each
business for their donations.

Priority Health overview:
• No referrals to see in-network specialists
• Worldwide urgent and emergency care
• Virtual visits covered at 100% - no cost to you
• Deductible does not apply to office visits or
prescriptions
• PH has been in business for over 32 years
Non-Medicare: No changes for 2020
Remember that a gym membership is available with
gyms that participate with the Active & Fit Program.
Your cost is $25 for a membership fee and a $25
monthly fee. Refer to your September Beacon for a list
of gyms in the Kalamazoo/Portage area.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Medicare changes for 2020:
• $10 copayment for primary care provider (PCP)
• $10 copayment for Chiropractic manual
manipulations of the spine
• $10 copayment for labs, pathology, and x-rays
• $90 copayment for Emergency room (waived if
admitted) Urgent Care remains $45
• $10 copayment for outpatient mental health
services
Out of state travel benefit: covered the same as innetwork as long as you visit a Medicare-participating
provider. (Example: you have an injury in AZ or FL and
want to see a doctor) You still have worldwide urgent
and emergency care coverage the same as in-network,
and you do not need to use a Medicare-participating
facility for these services.

Jac's, 9th Street and Stadium
Michelle’s, Gull Rd.
LaReau's, Parkview and Stadium
Erbelli's, Stadium Rd.
Nina's Cafe, Main Street
Shwarma King, Drake Rd.
Finley's Main Street
Hunan Gardens, Drake and Main Street
Kazoo Books, Parkview
Applebee’s, Main Street
Olga's, Stadium and Drake
Saffron's, Main Street
Big Apple Bagel, Main Street
Martell's, Greenleaf Blvd
McKenzies Bakery, Main Street
Chuancai Fang, Drake
Texas Corral, Main Street

I would also like to thank Christine Miller for her
donation of greeting cards which she makes herself
with her own photographs. If you want unique cards,
contact her. She is a member.

Gym membership changing to Silver Sneakers: a free
fitness membership as long as the gym is participating

And, my thanks to everyone who donated.
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Legislation

meet. They argue that 2011 PA 38 was unfair to
retirees when it was implemented, as these retirees had
worked hard and saved up for retirement under a fixed
income only for the rules of the game to be changed.
They argue that this is especially
unfair to retirees on public pensions,
whose pension income was exempt
before 2011 PA 38, and many of
whom had spent their career
working for lower wages than their
privately employed counterparts
with the understanding that their
pensions would be exempt from the
state income tax. In addition,
supporters have held that the tiered
system will put a greater tax burden
on future generations of retirees and
have criticized this as unequal and
unfair. They argue that the current
system was implemented when
Michigan’s budget was in a tight spot
following the recession and that,
with Michigan back on a more solid
fiscal footing, the state can afford to
forgo this particular source of
revenue.

Betty Ongley and Ken Larson, Legislation Committee
Will Our Pension Be Used to Help Fix the (explicative)
Roads?
Wait for it. Wait for it. Keep waiting
folks. As of October 28,
Michiganders are still waiting for a
resolution to the infrastructure
funding. At least for now, the idea
of using pension money to fund our
crumbling roads seems to have been
taken off the table.
Whatever happened to HB 4006?
This bill was introduced on January
1, 2019. The bill will amend the
Income Tax Act. MARSP supports
HB 4006 as it reinstitutes the public
pension income tax exemption. So,
what is the bill’s present status?
•

January 1, 2019, HB 4006
was introduced by
Representative Joe Belino
(D) and referred to the
House Committee on Tax Policy chaired by
Representative Lynn Afendoulis (R).

•

On February 27, the House Fiscal Agency issued
a summary of the fiscal impact of this bill to the
committee.

•

On February 28, HB 4006 was introduced to the
House Ways and Means Committee chaired by
Brandt Iden (R).

•

On March 14, the House Fiscal Agency issued a
summary of the fiscal impact of this bill as well
as arguments for and against this piece of
legislation to the committee.

December 2019

Against: Opponents of the bill have
argued that it leaves a shortfall in Michigan’s annual
budget of over $300 million, without providing a
solution for making up the difference, and have noted
that much of the foregone revenue would come out of
the School Aid Fund. They also argue that this shortfall
will only grow larger as Michigan’s taxpaying population
ages, producing more retirees who are paying fewer
taxes. Opponents also expressed concern that
repealing the tiered system could result in an added tax
burden elsewhere to balance the budget.

ARGUMENTS:

With Governor Whitmer and Republicans at a stalemate
over the supplemental spending plans, the chances of
HB 4006 moving forward will rest on whether pigs can
fly. If no action is taken, a new HB will need to be
introduced in 2020.

For: Supporters of the bill have argued that the threetiered system puts an undue burden on Michigan’s
senior population at a time of slow economic growth,
when many of them are having trouble making ends

“Education is a human right with immense power to
transform. On its foundation rest the cornerstones of
freedom, democracy, and sustainable human
development.” Kofi Annan.
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The tour includes Transportation via a climate
controlled, restroom & video equipped motor coach. A
Full lunch at Zehnder’s of Frankenmuth with a
performance by Three Men and a Tenor and a
professionally narrated, 90-Minute Step-on Guided tour
of Frankenmuth. Taxes & gratuities are included for all
listed group functions, staff, guides, and motor coach
driver. You will leave Harding’s in Portage at 8:00 a.m.
and return about 6:30 p.m. The cost for this trip is
$115.

Barb Knickerbocker, Travel Chair
Gail Andres Travel has several offerings for KARSP
members. To insure adequate numbers, these are not
exclusive KARSP trips.
The first is THE PURDUE CHRISTMAS SHOW at Purdue
University in West Lafayette, Indiana on Saturday,
December 7, 2019. The Purdue Christmas Show, which
was begun in 1933, takes place in the Edward C. Elliott
Hall of Music. The show is made up of performances by
the Varsity Glee Club, the Purduettes, University Choir,
Heart and Soul, Purdue Kids Choir and the All Campus
and Community Chorale.

The third offering is a visit to the DETROIT OPERA
HOUSE and the VAN GOGH IN AMERICA EXHIBIT at the
Detroit Institute of Art on Wednesday, June 24, 2020.
Visit the Detroit Opera House – Expertly Guided One
Hour Tour! This ornate opera house is located within
the Grand Circus Park Historic District of downtown
Detroit. Opened in 1922, the 2,700-seat venue was
designed by C. Howard Crane who also is known for his
design of the Filmore Detroit, the Fox Theatre and the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra Hall.

The bus will leave Harding’s in Portage at 7:30 a.m. and
you will return about 8:15 p.m. The tour includes
Motor Coach transportation featuring a
climate-controlled, restroom, DVD and Wi-Fi
equipped motor coach. Also included is a
McDonald’s coffee, Purdue Christmas
Show ticket, all taxes and gratuities for all
group functions including motor coach driver
with a representative from Gail Andrus Travel as your
Tour Manager. Lunch will be on your own in Lafayette,
IN at a Panera’s.

The Detroit Institute of Art at your own
pace, including the special Van Gogh In
America Exhibit. The DIA is organizing
the first exhibition dedicated to the
introduction and early reception of
iconic artist, Vincent Van Gogh! They will feature
around forty of his paintings and works on paper from
collections around the world, with a focus on his artistic
production into the American Consciousness. Enjoy
lunch on your own at the DIA in their café, which hosts
a wide variety of lunch selections!

The cost of this tour is $98. Because of the short
booking time left, please contact Gail Andrus Travel at
616-363-9835 for complete details.
The second trip is THREE MEN AND A
TENOR on Friday, March 27, 2020, in
Frankenmuth, Michigan. This group
provides, “Great pop vocal music, quickwitted humor, and overall likeability
make Three Men And A Tenor a unique
show experience for audiences that
cannot be matched....and regularly sells out shows
at performing arts centers, theatres, and festivals and
fairs for over 26-years...”

This tour will begin at the Harding’s in Portage at 7:15
a.m. and return to Portage at about 6:00 p.m. The tour
includes transportation, a one-hour guided tour of the
historic Detroit Opera House and admission to the
Detroit Institute of Art to include the special Van Gogh
In America exhibit. Taxes & gratuities are included for
all listed group functions. The cost of this tour is only
$69.

After lunch and the show, we will meet a professional,
local tour guide for the afternoon. Our step-on guide
will share the history of Frankenmuth and show us
historical landmarks right in town!

A brochure and signup information will be available at
KARSP luncheons, or you may contact Gail Andrus
Travel at 616-363-9835 for complete details for either
of these trips.
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worshiped, lived, and worked. In addition to the
ancestry lessons, we also enjoyed some incredible
scenery.

Chris Miller, The Beacon Staff
I've been on trips before, but mostly to sightsee or visit
friends and relatives. This past September, I traveled
with 27 distant cousins to Switzerland, the homeland of
our mostly Mennonite ancestors. Ostensibly, we were
looking up the digs of our distant grandfather Jacob
Hochstetler, who had immigrated from Switzerland to
Pennsylvania in 1738 to escape religious persecution.
Years ago, when I received my copy of Jacob
Hochstetler's ancestry from a great aunt, we referred to
it as the big, fat green book. Soon after I retired from
teaching, I went on a genealogical bus tour to
Washington D.C. I just went along for the fall trip to
exult over not being in the classroom. I even asked, “Do
I have to do genealogy?” Twelve years later, and an
Ancestry.com account of over 30,000 names, I realize
that I am a life-long learner of the big, fat green book.

One of my favorite experiences was unforgettable. In
Sumiswald, Switzerland, the townsfolk hold an annual
festival of the cows returning home from their summer
pastures. The streets are lined with Swiss adults and
school children, as they cheer on the farmers who lead
the cows, wearing large cowbells and flower wreaths
around their necks. Some of the workers also sing and
yodel as they lead the cows back to their winter homes.

A year ago, September, I happened on an
advertisement for a two-week Hochstetler trip to
Switzerland; I decided to go. No need to think it over.
Throughout this past year, I received a lot of
information from the tour agency, out of Pennsylvania. I
had a list of our hotels and photos and bios of the other
Hochstetler relatives with whom I would be sharing the
tour bus. My great aunt Dora would have been so
proud of me.

It was also quite a sentimental scene, as we thought of
Jacob Hochstetler and his family who may have
repeated the same tradition in the early 1700s. In Bern,
Switzerland, we visited the Bern Canton archives where
a couple of scholars discussed the information they
have stored on Jacob's clan and some of the books,
where records are found. These books are much fatter
than my big, fat green book. We were quite impressed
with the detailed records that are kept for posterity. I
thoroughly enjoyed my ancestry trip and would gladly
sign up for another one.

We met additional Hochstetler cousins in Switzerland
and Germany and visited villages, farmyards, and
churches, where our own ancestors back to Jacob,
11

Kalamazoo Association Of
Retired School Personnel
PO Box 19343
Kalamazoo, MI 49019-9343
DATED INFORMATION

PRESORT STANDARD
US POSTAGE

PAID

KALAMAZOO, MI
PERMIT NO. 1366

The Beacon
Newsletter Staff
Philip Stohrer, Editor
Suzanne Gernaat •Joanna Heyd
Chris Miller
Julie Devers, President
Manuel Brenes, President Elect •
Linda Hawley, Membership Chair
• Barbara Rocky, Friendship Chair
• Barb Knickerbocker, Travel Chair
Bob Kucera, Website Liaison
Comments, News, And
Advertisements May Be Sent To:
Beacon@KARSP.net
Next Deadline For Material Is
January 24, 2020
Visit Us Online At
http://www.KARSP.net

