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2022	KARSP	Scholarship	Recipients	
Sharon Pendola, Scholarship Chairperson 
 
Once again, 2022 was a record year for KARSP scholarships.  Despite Covid, 
a new venue, and rising inflation, we awarded nine $1500 scholarships to 
Kalamazoo County high school seniors, totaling $13,500. This is the most 
KARSP has awarded toward scholarships in over thirty years.  This, also, 
continues to make KARSP the largest organizational donor in Kalamazoo 
County with the KRESA Outstanding Senior Awards Program.   
 
At the June meeting, the following recipients were honored before their 
parents and guests: 
 
Faye Scott-Farnsworth is a graduate of Portage Northern High School.  
Faye will attend Kalamazoo Valley Community College to focus on 
respiratory therapy.  (Continued on page 2) 
 

The recipients 
from top to 
bottom: 
Samuel 
Schnepp, Vikas 
Tatineni, 
Madelyn 
Howes, 
Josephine 
Wager, Erica 
Sanchez-Elias, 
Kayla Miller, 
Faye Scott-
Farnsworth, 
Ashley Woytal, 
Hannah 
Longcore. 

On	The	Side	
Dates	And	Data	

 

September	6	
 

Step Up To KARSP 
What Is KARSP? 

What Does KARSP Do? 
How KARSP Helps Me 
How I Can Help KARSP 

 

October	3	
 

The Possible Dream 
President Manuel 

Bernes Gives His View 
For Our Future 
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Hannah Longcore received the Dominic 
Leonardelli/KARSP Award for Science Education.  
Hannah graduated from Portage Central High School.  
She will attend the University of Michigan, majoring in 
ecology. 
 
Kayla Miller received the Joann Lynch Public Service 
Scholarship.  Kayla is a graduate of Vicksburg High 
School and will attend Winona State University, 
majoring in criminal justice. 
 
Erica Sanchez-Elias graduated from Loy Norrix High 
School.  Erica will attend Michigan State University to 
major in nursing. 
 
Samuel Schnepp is a graduate of Vicksburg High School.  
Samuel will attend Western Michigan University to 
major in mechanical engineering. 
 
Madelyn Howes received the Judy Kucera Award for 
Teacher Education.  Madelyn graduated from Gull Lake 
High School and plans to attend Hope College in the fall, 
majoring in education. 
 

 
Madelyn, a waitress at Roxie’s, had the opportunity to 
thank the board personally at the June board meeting.  
She received the Judy Kucera Award for a student 
planning to go into teaching.  She will be studying at 
Hope College in the fall.

Vikas Tatineni received the Sally Swanson Award for 
Medical Studies.  Vikas attended Portage Northern High 
School and will attend the University of Michigan in the 
fall.  He will major in public health. 
 
Josephine Wagar graduated from Galesburg/Augusta 
High School.  Josephine will be attending Michigan State 
University to study agronomy. 
 
Ashley Woytal received the Sally L. and James W. Roach 
Scholarship Award for Fine Arts. Ashley is a graduate of 
Portage Northern High School.  She will be attending 
the University of Oklahoma to study musical theatre.  
 
Congratulations to our scholarship winners!  And, thank 
you KARSP members for generously donating to the 
scholarship program over the past year!  Please 
continue to give so we can once again validate our 
recipients' hard work and achievements while 
supporting their plans and college dreams.  You are the 
most wonderful champions of education. 
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A	Message	From	The	President	
Manuel Brenes, President 
 
Dear KARSP colleagues, 
Thank you for the opportunity to 
begin serving you as your new 
president.  I have a special 
admiration for the members of this 
organization because I have 
witnessed your enthusiasm and 
dedication.  I am confident we will 
continue being strong because we all are committed to 
our success. 
 
During my tenure, I would like to work for the following 
goals: 

1. Contact all Kalamazoo County public schools to 
share who we are. 

2. Increase KARSP membership and the number of 
members at our luncheons. 

3. Continue revitalizing and expanding the role of 
our committees. 

 
I challenge all of us to work together.  Collaborative 
work will lead us to better outcomes.  The board is 
more likely to take calculated risks for innovative 
outcomes if we have the support of our members.  I, 
also, believe working together as a team will lead to 
personal growth, an increase in job satisfaction, and 
some fun. 
 
If you know any retired educator (teacher, para-
professional, administrator, maintenance, 
administrative assistant, or bus driver) who is not a 
KARSP member, talk to them about our organization 
and invite them to enroll and attend our luncheons.  
This is the easiest and fastest way to add more 
members to our ranks.  
 
Our monthly luncheons are one of the best ways to stay 
connected with our colleagues and a wonderful 
opportunity to mingle with others.  We try to offer 
programs of interest to everyone while enjoying the 
delicious cuisine provided by The Fountains. 
 
It is going to be a wonderful year.  Yes, it is possible with 
your support and enthusiasm. 
 
Sincerely, 
Manuel J Brenes, Ph.D. 

2021-2022	Community	Service	
Jill Bastianse & Sherry Kiracofe, Community Service  
 
This past year has been wonderful and awesome, with 
the KARSP luncheons once more being held.  Our 
members and guests were treated to a new gathering 
space at The Fountains on Riverview Drive.  Our 
members were so very generous with their gifts.  The 
scholarship donations totaled $11,933.  Additional 
funds were gifted by members to the First Day Shoe 
Fund of $105.00, as well as Generous Hands of $279.00.  
Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry received $208.00, as well 
as the MARSP Volunteer Defense Fund which was given 
$274.00. Additional member contributions were 
$513.00 for Warm Kids and $228.00 for the YWCA 
Domestic Assault Fund.   
 
The KARSP Members continue to be so very supportive 
of our community.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
This year’s collections are: 
 

• September- First Day Shoes & Scholarship 
• October – Warm Kids & Scholarship 
• November – Loaves and Fishes & Scholarship 
• December – YWCA Domestic Assault Fund & 

Scholarship 
• February – Scholarship 
• March – Generous Hands & Scholarship 
• April – Scholarship 
• May – First Day Shoe Fund & Scholarship 
• June – Scholarship 

 
Please help to support Our Community Service 
Collections, even if you don’t attend the luncheons.  
You may send donations to: 
 
KARSP  
Attention: Jan Wright, Treasurer 
PO Box 19343 
Kalamazoo, MI 49019-9343 
 
Make the check payable to KARSP, and mark the memo 
line with the name of the group you would like to 
support. 

KARSP Sharing  
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May	Luncheon	Survey	
Linda Hawley, Membership Co-Chair 
 
At the May luncheon, attendees were asked to 
complete a survey that would help continue to 
strengthen our chapter.  Of the sixty-six members in 
attendance, happily, fifty-five surveys were completed. 
 
When asked why you are a member of KARSP, the most 
popular answers were to keep up on issues including 
insurance, pension status, and legislation.  Enjoying 
time with friends, promoting community assistance, 
and the scholarship program was also mentioned. 
 
Ways to improve the chapter garnered a variety of 
responses.  Several said they wouldn’t change anything.  
Others suggested changes in the term of office for the 
President, creating a program committee separate from 
the President Elect’s responsibilities.  Also, there were 
suggestions to shorten the fun time. 
 
There were a variety of answers as to how to attract 
new members.  Members bringing in new members and 
ways of getting our name in the schools were the most 
prominent.  
 
The question asking if the luncheons should continue at 
the Fountains showed a mixed response.  The 
convenient parking and supporting a local business 
were positive reasons for staying at the Fountains.  
Others felt finding a place that would keep the cost 
down was important.  The board will create a 
committee to look into luncheon location options while 
continuing to meet at the Fountains for the following 
year. 
 

Membership	in	KARSP	
Linda Hawley & Kris Kirkpatrick, Membership Co-Chairs 
 
If you are reading this, you are to be congratulated.  
That means you are a member of KARSP and MARSP.   
This membership is critical to gaining information and 
understanding the issues which impact your retirement.  
MARSP is your connection to important updates for 
insurance, pension-related matters, and legislative 
issues.  It works for you the member to maintain the 
benefits you earned.  Information is regularly sent to 
you through the Vanguard, and the website 

(www.MARSP.org) is always up to date and available.  
Helpful staff at MARSP can assist you with retirement-
related questions as well.  It is your number one source 
for retirement.  As a KARSP member, you not only 
receive the benefits of MARSP but valuable local 
contacts as well.  We not only provide insurance 
information and timely news through The Beacon but, 
also, have resources for local legislation and legislative 
contacts.  You can also visit our website, 
www.KARSP.org.   
 
However, we know through the survey of members this 
spring that the biggest value to members is the monthly 
luncheons.  With the opportunity to share by donating 
to our community support organizations and by 
contributing to our KARSP scholarship fund (which this 
year funded nine scholarships!), you are a part of one of 
the largest MARSP chapters in this state.  We, also, 
know that meeting new friends and having a terrific 
lunch with old friends is a huge benefit to our members.  
Good programs and updates on current issues help 
everyone, as well. 
 
Therefore, on behalf of the membership committee, we 
would invite you to attend a luncheon if you have not 
ever done so.  Call a friend and attend together.  Bring a 
friend if you know someone who is not currently a 
member but would benefit from being a member.  
Meet new and see old friends.  The cost is only $45.00 
yearly with $35.00 for MARSP and $10.00 for your 
KARSP membership.  We need new members, but we, 
also, are asking that if you know someone who was a 
member and has allowed their membership to lapse, 
give them a call and remind them how important it is to 
remain a member.  If you know of a new retiree, bring 
them to a luncheon.  They can also go to the MARSP 
website to see what they are missing and join or rejoin.  
Membership information is always available at the 
luncheons or you can contact Linda or Kris.   
 
Remember, KARSP and MARSP are here for you, and we 
welcome new and returning members as well as our 
current members.  See you at The Fountains in 
September! 
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KARSP	Luncheons	
Donna Clinard, Ticket Chair 
 
Kalamazoo Area Retired School Personnel, commonly 
known as KARSP, has a luncheon once a month from 
September through June, except for January.  We meet 
at The Fountains in Parchment at 11:15 AM on the first 
Tuesday of the month.  Our meetings are informative, 
fun, and tasty!  Each meeting features a guest speaker 
or entertainment which will inform and delight you!  
And there are chances to win prizes, too! 
 
Our luncheons are buffets which include a choice of 
meat or a vegetarian entrée, salad, rolls, dessert, and 
beverage for $23.  Please make a reservation so we can 
plan the tables and food that will be needed.  If you 
have special dietary needs, please make them known 
when making your reservation so we can accommodate 
them.  
 
If you are not already on a phone or e-mail calling list, 
please contact Sally Roach at 269-929-7660 or by 
sending her an e-mail at rsally734@aol.com to make 
your reservation.  We ask that you honor your 
reservation as KARSP is financially responsible for the 
reservations which are called in one week before the 
meeting.   
 
If you have never been to one of our meetings, plan on 
coming to one this year and bring a friend.  We would 
love to see more members join us.  

  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Reservations	
Sally Roach, Reservations Chair 
 
May I be one of the first to welcome you to a new and 
energized year of KARSP!  With a new logo, visuals, and 
updated programming, this looks to be a “banner” year.  
And – yes – we have a newly designed KARSP banner. 
 
Our Caring Callers and Excellent E-mailers are ready to 
contact you regarding making a reservation for each 
monthly luncheon.  Please respond each month 
promptly when you receive your message.  This 
reminder will come about 2 weeks before the scheduled 
luncheon.  Answer your contact person with either a 
“Yes, I am coming.” or “No, I cannot attend this month.” 
 
Unfortunately, we are not hearing back from a number 
of people on our calling and e-mail lists.  That being 
said, the KARSP Board has established this policy:   
“If we do not hear from you for 3 consecutive months, 

you will be removed from the calling list. 
 

If you wish to be removed from or added to one of our 
contact lists, please let me know.  I am most happy to 
help you either way.  
 

Sally Roach 
269-929-7660 

rsally734@aol.com 
 

Enjoy our summer, and we hope to see you all in the 
Fall!  
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Looking	Back,	Looking	Forward	
Julie Devers, Past President 
 
When I first joined KARSP and started 
to attend the luncheons, I didn’t 
know very many members.  That’s 
one of the reasons I volunteered to 
be on the Program Committee.  Little 
did I know that it would lead me into 
becoming the Chair of the Committee 
(which, also, included being the President-Elect).  
Surprise!   
 
Now, when I look back, it is one of the best decisions of 
my life.  I have made so many good friends.  The board 
is filled with great people who are helpful and have lots 
of fun.   
 
We used to meet at Fetzer Center, but the pandemic 
changed that, and we, now, meet at The Fountains in 
Parchment.  That was, also, a great decision.  It may not 
be as spacious as Fetzer, but it has other advantages - 
easy parking and owners who want to please us to 
name two. 
 
It’s kind of difficult for me to remember when our Covid 
problems started.  I tend to say “before the pandemic” 
and “after the pandemic” when I refer to the last few 
years.  Our last luncheon “before the pandemic” was in 
March of 2020.  It was a bit of a struggle to keep our 
chapter together, but we prevailed.  We had Zoom 
board meetings, we emailed, we paid for electronic 
billboards throughout the area to thank all of the school 
personnel in Kalamazoo County, we mailed a couple of 
updates to all of our members, and we continued to 
give our scholarships.  So, Yippee!!!  We made it 
through it all and started this school year with our first 
luncheon in September of 2021. 
 
I don’t want to dwell on the past with the shutdown, 
the masks, and worrying about testing.  I want to look 
to the future – the future of KARSP.  For our 
organization to be successful, we need to grow, and we 
need new members to get involved.  So, this is a 
request for all of you to think about how you can help 
with those two things. 
 
If you know of someone who recently retired from the 
schools, reach out and invite him or her to join KARSP 

and MARSP, as well as attend our luncheons.  The more, 
the merrier!   
It’s also important to involve more members.  We need 
new committee members.  Most of the committees 
meet only once or twice a year.  It’s not a heavy 
schedule.  At our first luncheon of the next school year 
in September, the committee chairs will briefly discuss 
their responsibilities and ask you to join one or more of 
them.  If you do, you will, like me, make new friends 
and have a good time.  Think about it. 
 
I am no longer the President, but as the Past President, I 
will be in charge of Fun Time.  That has to be fun, right?   
I am looking forward to meeting new people this 
coming year and to having lots and lots of fun.  Please 
join me. 
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BLUE	CROSS	HEALTH	INSURANCE	
UPDATES	
Sandy Beiter, RN-BSN, Insurance Co-Chair 
 
I Stand Corrected 
Regarding Routine Physicals 
(see last Beacon article): 
 
A routine physical can be 
scheduled anytime during the 
calendar year and is covered 
at 100% of the approved 
amount.  Also, annual 
standard, routine laboratory tests are covered at 100% 
of the approved amount when done in conjunction with 
an annual routine physical exam. 
 
Annual Wellness Visit 
If you have had Part B for longer than 12 months, you 
can get an annual wellness visit to develop or update a 
personalized prevention plan based on your current 
health and risk factors.  This is covered once every 12 
months. 
 
Advance care planning is also covered as part of the 
annual wellness visit.  This is planning for care that you 
would want to get if you became (or were to become) 
unable to speak for yourself.  (If you have a Will or Trust 
set up, you should have a copy of this document.  Take 
this copy to your primary provider, which will be 
scanned into their system.) 
 
Note: Your first annual wellness visit can’t take place 
within 12 months of your “Welcome to Medicare” 
exam.  However, you don’t need to have had a 
“Welcome to Medicare” exam to be covered for annual 
wellness visits after you’ve had Part B for 12 months. 
 

 

Evidence of Coverage Manual 
I receive a lot of calls regarding Medicare health care 
coverage.  I encourage you to call Medicare Plus Blue 
Group PPO at 1-800-
422-9146 Monday 
through Friday 8:30 
A.M. until 5:00 P.M. (number on the back of your 
insurance card) and ask for a paper copy of this manual.  
The manual is very easy to follow and you will have the 
answers to your questions in front of you.  Of course, 
you can always call me for clarification!! 
 
Home Health Agency Care (Taken from Evidence of 
Coverage Manual) 
 
Another popular question that I get.  “I am recovering 
from an illness and would rather get care at home than 
in a nursing facility.  Will my insurance cover home 
health care?” 
 
Medically necessary home health care is covered for 
patients confined at home.  Your physician must 
prescribe the care and prepare a treatment plan. 
 
Confined to home means both of these are true: 

• you have trouble leaving your home without 
help (like using a cane, wheelchair, walker, or 
crutches; special transportation; or help from 
another person) because of an illness or injury 

• Leaving your home isn’t recommended because 
of your condition, and you’re normally unable 
to leave your home because it’s a major effort 

This care is covered up to 100% of the approved 
amount 
 
As always, I am only a phone call or email away. 269-
341-0424 or p.j.beiter@comcast.net 
 

Priority	Health:	Customer	Service	
Cheryl Butler, Priority Health Insurance Co-chair 
 
Do you ever have questions or wonder “How much will I 
have to pay out-of-pocket for an appointment or 
procedure?” OR “I met my deductible for the year, do I 
still have to pay more?” Priority Health Customer 
Service is a good source to call when you have 
questions about your coverage!  

(Continued on page 8) 
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Priority Health wants to make sure you know how much 
you will have to pay out-of-pocket when you must go to 
the doctor, see a specialist, or have surgery.  Priority 
Health customer service representatives can help clear 
up questions you may have.  
 
Below is an example of a recent experience one 
member had with Priority Health’s customer service 
team. 
 
“Recently, I had asked my doctor to give me a referral 
(through Bronson My Chart to a specialist).  I called the 
office that I was referred to, but the receptionist 
wanted me to call my insurance company to be sure my 
appointment would have coverage.  I called Priority 
Health Customer Service and asked about my coverage.  
The Customer Service person who answered was very 
thorough in getting the information I needed!”  
 
Call the number on the back of your Priority Health 
Membership ID card to talk with a representative. 
See the Customer Service hours below: 
Mon.-Thurs. 7:30 A.M. to 7 P.M. 
Fri. 9:00 A.M. to 5 P.M. 
Sat. 8:30 A.M. to noon 
 
Medicare Customer Service hours:  
8 A.M. to 8 P.M., 7 days a week 
 
Or login to your Priority Health app and send a message 
through the help center in your profile.  
https://member.priorityhealth.com/login  
 

Pet	Power	May	Provide	Brain	Benefits	
Suzanne Gernaat, The Beacon Staff 
 
Studies indicate that 50% of the senior population own 
a pet.  Recent research shows several benefits for senior 
citizens when they own a pet.  There is a new field of 
study called anthrozoology.  One of the primary focuses 
of anthrozoological research involves studying the 
positive effects of human-animal interaction. The field 
of anthrozoology has grown steadily over recent years 
and shows fascinating insight into the bond between 
people and their pets.  
 
This insight gives us the following science-based 
benefits of owning a pet, especially for older adults:  
 

1. Being a pet owner may protect your heart.  A 
12-year study published by Scientific Reports 
shows a correlation between pet ownership, 
especially dogs, and a lower risk of death due to 
heart attack.  

2. Having a pet can reduce loneliness.  A 2017 
study published in the Journal of Mind and 
Medical Services, shows pets can help reduce 
depression and loneliness, especially in 
homebound adults.  

3. Owning a pet can help you stay active.  Dog 
walking has been associated with more activity, 
lower body mass index (BMI), and fewer doctor 
visits.  

4. Being a pet owner may protect your cognitive 
function (brain health).  Recent research studies 
show a strong connection between pet 
ownership and cognitive benefits in older 
adults.  Dog ownership shows higher physical 
benefits, while cat ownership showed stronger 
cognitive benefits.  

5. Having a pet helps seniors maintain a routine. 
Pets require daily care and typically involve a 
set time for feeding, exercise, and bathroom 
needs.  This routine is, also, beneficial to the pet 
owner by reducing stress levels, improving 
sleep patterns, and boosting health and 
happiness.  

6. Pet ownership can mean fewer doctor visits.  
7. Owning a pet provides a sense of purpose.  

Numerous studies show that pets have a 
positive impact on social support and 
psychological well-being in general.  Having a 
pet may, also, provide you with a sense of 
purpose as you get older.  

8. Your pet provides unconditional love, asking for 
nothing in return.  This is a special benefit, 
especially for older adults.  

9. Dogs, depending on the breed and training, can 
also provide a sense of security.  It has been 
shown that most thieves will not hit a home 
with dogs inside.  

10. Having a pet to care for and love can help a 
senior heal faster from an illness or injury 
because the senior needs to move around 
more.  The pet can also be a positive distraction 
from illness. 

11. A study involving 4 million seniors from the 
U.S., Canada, Scandinavia, New Zealand, 
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Australia, and the United Kingdom found 
ownership of a dog was associated with a 24% 
reduction in all causes of mortality.  

 
Pet ownership has responsibilities and things that you 
need to provide to your pet.  This includes a healthy 
diet, necessary exercise, routine vet care, and basic 
medications.  To consider pet ownership, first, you need 
to think about your mobility.  If it is an issue, you should 
choose a bird or fish instead of a dog.  Second, consider 
your financial situation.  Determine estimates of food, 
medication, and vet care costs.  Your housing choice 
may, also, affect pet ownership.  As seniors grow older, 
allergies may become different and more of an issue.  
This may determine a different breed or different type 
of animal altogether.   
 
There are basic ways to keep your pet healthier.  Make 
sure your pet is at a healthy weight for the breed.  
Usually, the vet will rate your pet’s weight each year at 
the annual checkup.  Also, make sure you provide your 
pet with quality, nutritionally balanced food.  Ask your 
vet and other pet owners for recommendations.  Make 
sure you provide the appropriate exercise level for your 
pet.  Take your pet for a yearly routine checkup and 
keep current with vaccinations and medications.  Have 
your pet spayed/neutered, which will improve their 
overall health and reduce cancer risk.  
 
There are a variety of types and breeds of pets that are 
appropriate for seniors.  Dogs and cats are the normal 
go-to pet, but seniors should, also, consider rabbits, 
fish, and birds.  Take your time making a decision on the 
type of animal that is best for you and the breed that 
will best meet your desires. There is an abundance of 
information on the Internet to help you make your 
decision.  For example, search for “best dog breed for 
senior citizens” and you will have many websites to help 
you make your decision.  
 
It’s time I make a strong pitch for rescue animals.  I am 
on my fifth rescue dog and each one has been a joy to 
own.  The following four local rescue sites may have the 
pet of your dreams.  You can also consider fostering a 
pet or volunteering at a rescue facility.  This is a way to 
slowly move into pet ownership instead of taking the 
plunge all at once and then regretting your decision.  
The Kalamazoo Humane Society, Charles and Lynn 
Zhang Animal Care and Resource Center located at 2272 

River Street (269-345-1181) are working with the 
National Pets For The Elderly program; SPCA of 
Southwest Michigan is located at 6955 West KL Avenue 
(269-344-1474); Animal Rescue Project at 219 Peekstok 
Drive (269-492-1010); Kalamazoo Animal Rescue at 
2938 Business One Drive (269-226-8570).  There is, also, 
a website at adoptapet.com which acts as a search 
engine to find a rescue pet from local shelters, rescues, 
and private owners.  This site is supported by the Pet 
Rescue Network of Kalamazoo.  
 
When you consider pet ownership, keep an open mind, 
and take your time to make your decision.  You will 
know when you find the right choice.  Visit local pet 
adoption events.  Consider the answers to the following 
questions:  

• Why do I want to own a pet? 
• Do you have time to care for a pet? 
• Is your living situation set up for pet ownership?  
• Are you prepared to deal with challenges?  

Make sure you can afford a pet.  Fish can be free to 
thousands of dollars.  A basic aquarium set-up will be 
about $300.  Birds can run $10-$800 each.  The bird will 
cost about $65 a month for food, etc.  The first year of 
cat ownership runs from $600-$1,000.  Thereafter, 
expect to pay $375-$750 a year.  Dogs will run $500-
$1,000 a year.  
 
Pet ownership can be fantastic if you have the finances, 
emotions, and home to accommodate them.  My 
current rescue, Laylee, is a happy senior girl Boston 
Terrier/Rat Terrier mix. She will turn 11 this September.  
I adopted her at age 2.  She is still full of energy, is an 
excellent guard dog, keeps me on a routine, and 
provides that wonderful, unconditional love!  
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Table	Decorations	
Hattie Ford, Decorations Chair 
 
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to provide 
table decorations for this program year.  It's an easy 
way to contribute to KARSP.  Remember it can be very 
simple and something you find that will brighten the 
table and highlight the season.  There is some money in 
our budget if you should need it.  Also, many times the 
items are used as part of our Fun Time, but they do not 
have to be.  Just be certain that if you want any items 
back, let Manuel Bernes and Julie Devers know.  We will 
try to remind you a month in advance of the time you 
chose, or even better, save this list on your refrigerator 
or your calendar.   
 
September—Beverly Parsons & Linda Husen 
October—Cheryl TenBrink & Margaret Borton 
November—Deb Sykes & Hattie Ford 
December—Jane Lloyd and Lois Hoekstra 
February—Helen Lemmer, L Brigham, & Sharon Pendola 
March—Helen Palleschi & KVCC Nursing Staff 
April—Sally & Jim Roach 
May—Ernestine Johnson & Barb Rockey 
June—Kris Kirkpatrick & Barb Knickerbocker  

	
Travel	
Barb Knickerbocker, Chair 
 
KARSP no longer sponsors their travel program but we 
have partnered with two other programs.  The first, 
sponsored by our parent organization, MARSP, provides 
access to travel experiences through Collette.  There are 
two trips left in 2022.  National Parks of America is 
September 22 — October 03, 2022, 12 Days long.  and 
Shades of Ireland, October 04 — October 13, 2022, 10 
Days.  Find details at https://www.marsp.org/travel/.  
More information is available there, and the 2023 travel 
calendar will be announced soon.   
 
The second travel source is the Portage Senior Center 
Travel Program.  They provide many more travel 
opportunities, local, national, and international.  You 
can view their offerings at  

https://www.portagemi.gov/711/Travel 
Complete instructions and trip descriptions can be 
found there.  You do not have to be a resident of 
Portage to participate.  

In	Remembrance	Of	Our	Members	Who	
Have	Passed		
Barbara Rockey, Friendship Chairperson  
 
The members of KARSP wish to extend our condolences 
to the families and friends of those members who have 
passed in recent months.  (This includes members 
missed in previous Beacons this year.)  We appreciate 
the dedication, participation, and support our members 
have made to the education community through the 
years and, then, after retirement their support of the 
“Kalamazoo Area Retired School Personnel.”  With 
sincere sympathy, we say a final “goodbye” to these 
members:   
 
Ethel K Markan, Carolyn Veen, James Mackay, Alvin 
Wayne Berger, David Balcom, Ann Gallegos, Marianne 
Speck, Donald Shull, Dorothy Young, Elenora A Stahl, 
Frederick Hagen, Mary Ann Voss, Maxine Moran. 
 
Please feel free to let me know if a card or note would 
be appreciated by one of our members who is 
celebrating a special birthday, or experiencing health-
related problems.  It is becoming more difficult to find a 
mailing address for an immediate relative to send a 
sympathy card.  If you can help, it will assure that a card 
is sent to the family.  Contact information:  Barbara 
Rockey (269)373-1711 home phone or my E-mail 
address is barbararockey@aol.com. 
 
 

Severe	Weather	Policy		
 

KARSP no longer follows 
Kalamazoo Public Schools' 
closings.  The board will make the 
decision to cancel a luncheon 
meeting based on the current and 
projected weather conditions.   
 
Usually, this decision will be made on the day before a 
meeting to meet our contractual obligations.  A closing 
notice will be published on the KARSP website, 
http://karsp.net, and the callers will attempt to contact 
you, either by telephone or email.  
 
In addition, KARSP is registered with WWMT-TV.  In 
case of severe weather, KARSP will be included in the 
on-TV crawler at the bottom of the screen.    
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Legislative	Update	
Ken Larson, Legislative Chair 
 
Pension Update:  
On July 6, MARSP posted its Vision e-Newsletter that 
laid out the key points for members concerning 
Michigan’s recently passed state budget.  The 2022-
2023 budget included the following: 
 

• an additional $1 billion one-time payment 
towards paying down debt in the Michigan 
Public Employees' Retirement System (MPSERS) 

• $425 million to offset MPSERS costs from an 
accelerated reduction in the payroll growth 
rate.  (Both of these investments will further 
strengthen the retirement system going 
forward.) 

• the budget provides significant investments into 
public schools, with an increased emphasis on 
funding special education, as well as money set 
aside in various budgets to strengthen public 
employee retirement systems at both the state 
and local levels. 

 
However, relief from pension taxes is now in committee 
and has multiple variations.  Both sides will still need to 
come together and reach some sort of an agreement on 
tax relief yet this year.  MARSP will continue to 
advocate for relief from unfair tax increases on 
retirement benefits enacted in 2011.  
 
How Can You Help 
MARSP encourages members to continue 
pressing the Administration, current 
legislators, and all candidates seeking 
office this midterm to take action on 
proposals that reduce or repeal taxation 
of retirement benefits in Michigan.  To be 
informed, research and explore each 
candidate and issue.  Then, press 
candidates on their position to reduce or 
repeal taxation of retirement benefits.  
You can amplify our efforts in Lansing 
using MARSP’s new online advocacy tool 
OneClickPolitics and the Letters to the 
Legislators formats found on page 9 of the 
summer edition of the Vanguard 
newsletter.  These tools will let your local 

officials know your experience and expectations when it 
comes to tax repeal. 
 
Elections 
Primaries are behind us and midterms are approaching.  
The Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting 
Commission finished its work.  District boundaries 
became law, congressional maps are in place, and new 
Voter Identification Cards were mailed.  Hopefully, the 
who, what, when, and where for voting went smoothly 
for everyone during the primaries.  KARSP will update 
its Legislative Contact information on its web page after 
the midterms. 
 
Ambassadors 
Still waiting for MARSP to eventually have KARSP select 
one or two Legislative Ambassadors to volunteer to 
advocate to legislators.  These Ambassadors will reach 
out to their lawmakers periodically as MARSP sees the 
need.  Ambassadors will receive training and talking 
points each time they are needed.  Potential 
Ambassadors must fill out an application with MARSP. 
 
"Our political leaders will know our 
priorities only if we tell them, again and 
again, and if those priorities begin to show 
up in the polls.” Peggy Noonan
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wmich.edu/olli

 facebook.com/WMULifelongLearning

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at
WMU is a thriving community of
knowledge seekers aged 50+. We offer
compelling in-person and online
courses, engaging social events, trips
and opportunities to broaden your
horizons. Explore the world from the
comfort of home or in-person. Join OLLI
today!
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If you have not renewed 
your membership for July 
2022-June 2023, this will 

be your last Beacon 
 

The Beacon 
Newsletter Staff: Philip Stohrer, Editor • Suzanne Gernaat • Joanna Heyd • Chris Miller• Manuel Brenes, President •  

Linda Hawley, Membership Chair • Barbara Rocky, Friendship Chair • Barb Knickerbocker, Travel Chair  
Bob Kucera, Website Liaison 
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PRESORT STANDARD 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
KALAMAZOO, MI 
PERMIT NO. 1366 

A	New	Look	for	KARSP	
Princeton’s WordNet defines a banner as: “a long strip of 
cloth or paper used for decoration or advertising.” 
 
And to kick off our 2022-23 KARSP year, we have a colorful 
32”x 80” banner to be used at any KARSP event in the 
future. 
 
We will unveil it at our first meeting in the fall. 
 
You will be amazed and motivated to “Step Up to KARSP” 
as we serve our COMMUNITY, support area STUDENTS, and 
enjoy our CONNECTIONS with friends and colleagues past, 
present, and future. 

What’s In 
This Bag? 

 
Come To 

The 
September 
Meeting To 
Find Out! 


